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The Edgar County Emer-
gency Operations Center 
(EOC) was activated at 9:52 
a.m. Friday, March 27.

Jill Taylor, coordinator for 
the Edgar County Emergency 
Services and Disaster Agency 
(ESDA), said the activation 
was requested by Horizon 
Health because the hospital is 
running low on Personal Pro-
tective Equipment (PPE), and 
the activation does two things 
that may help the situation.

Activation created a public 
call to any businesses and in-
dustries around Edgar Coun-
ty that use PPE as part of the 

manufacturing process to 
donate what they can spare to 
help the medical community. 

Taylor stressed this action is 
not being taken because of an 
active case of COVID-19 in 
the county, but because PPE 
supplies are running critically 
low in Edgar County.

“As of today, we have no 
confirmed cases,” Taylor said 
Friday morning. “There have 
been 11 tests submitted from 
Edgar County — nine were 
negative and two are pending 
results.”

The second thing activating 
the EOC does is better posi-
tion the county for receiving 
supplies as distributed by state 

agencies. 
Taylor said with 

COVID-19 affecting the en-
tire country, PPE is getting 
hard to find, and the state will 
not have any to distribute un-
til Monday. Priority is given 
to counties with confirmed 
cases in hopes of stopping 
the spread. Moving the EOC 
to Level 2 status means lo-
cal emergency personnel are 
supporting the response to a 
potentially evolving incident 
and may help in the effort to 
obtain PPE.

“Since we don’t have an ac-
tive case, we are so far down 
on the totem pole it is hard to 
get supplies,” said Taylor. “It is 

going to counties that are al-
ready infected.”

Here is what is needed, and 
all PPE must be new in the 
original packaging to guaran-
tee sterility:
N95 masks
Surgical masks
Tyvek suits
Gloves
Goggles
All items will be distribut-

ed to nursing homes in Edgar 
County and Horizon Health 
as needed.

Collection started Friday 
morning and went until 4 
p.m. with donations dropped 
off at the Paris Fire Training 
Center, 11200 Cherry Point 

Road. Donations will still 
be accepted 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday next 
week. Drop off times must be 
scheduled by contacting ei-
ther Taylor at the ESDA office 
217-466-3180 or contacting 
Paris Fire Chief Brian Gates at 
217-466-5670.

Later on Friday, the Il-
linois Nurses Association 
announced 12 registered 
nurses from the University 
of Illinois Hospital in Chi-
cago have tested positive for 
COVID-19. The INA press 
release stated the nurses 
worked in a COVID care 
unit and often did not have 
access to PPE. 

ESDA activated in county
Hospital running low on Personal Protective Equipment; still no confirmed COVID-19

CRAFTY SOLUTION TO MASK SHORTAGE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Kathy Jo Drake of Paris explains how she constructed a mask for the sewing project now underway in Edgar County 
to support healthcare workers, the elderly and nursing home residents. Drake ran out of ¼ inch elastic and began 
using cross grain ribbon that must be tied by those wearing the mask over the N95 surgical mask. It takes 60 inches 
— five feet — of ¼ inch ribbon to complete a mask.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Local seamstresses are providing 
Edgar County with much-need-
ed masks to help extend the life 
of medical N95 surgical/medical 
masks during the COVID-19 pan-
demic — and the help couldn’t 
come at a better time.

Horizon Health began accepting 
the hand-sewn masks Friday, March 
27. About a dozen local residents 
are producing the 100 percent cot-
ton masks. 

The group was created after re-
tired Edgar County farmer Kim 
Brown and seamstresses Brenda 
Wright and Kathy J. Drake put their 
heads together about the possibility 
of making the masks.

The project hasn’t been with-
out its challenges, Wright noted. 
The first pattern which was widely 
shared on the Internet and social 
media sites really didn’t work well.

Drake agreed and each came up 
with a pattern that worked for them 
and those who joined to help.

Brown said all of the women 
involved in the project — especially 
Wright and Drake — have been 

Seamstresses make masks

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Brenda Wright demonstrates how the hand-sewn masks being created by 
local seamstresses fit over the N95 surgical mask used by healthcare per-
sonnel at Horizon Health. More than 289 masks have been constructed and 
donated to nursing homes, assisted living centers and now the local hospital 
and clinic by about a dozen Edgar County seamstresses.See MASKS, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School District 95 
and Crestwood Unit 4 students 
may not be in school because of the 
COVID-19 virus, but both districts 
are working hard to make sure their 
students are safe, have food and are 
learning.

Not only are children being fed, 
on Friday morning, Paris 95 dis-
tributed 150 Chromebooks on 
a first-come, first-served basis to 
families who don’t have a laptop or 
desktop computer at home.

“Some of our students are trying 
to do homework on smartphones,” 
district superintendent Jeremy Lar-
son said.

The Chromebooks were handed 
out one per car at Memorial School 
— and were gone in a matter of 
minutes, Larson said. Cars began 
lining up at 7:30 a.m. Friday ahead 
of the scheduled 9 a.m. start time 
for distribution. 

The handouts began early be-
cause of the long line of cars.

In addition to the distribution of 
Chromebooks, Paris 95 is installing 
10 hot spots providing free wireless 
service throughout the communi-
ty. The hot spots are only in the city 
of Paris.

The hot spots, which are expect-
ed to be launched Monday, March 
30, will help support individual ac-
cess to the Internet. Once school is 
back in session, the hot spots will 
be discontinued, Larson noted.

“It’s a temporary solution but 
we feel strongly that it needs to be 
done,” Larson said. 

Work on the hot spots is under 
the direction of Paris 95 network 
supervisor Nathan Bell.

Larson said it is increasingly un-
likely schools will reopen on April 
18 — especially because the Chi-
cago Public Schools are out until 
April 30.

School superintendents 
throughout Illinois have been dis-
cussing the possibility of a return 
to the classrooms and what may be 
ahead.

“If the schools reopen and then 

Schools 
distributing 
laptops and 
free meals

See PARIS 95, Page 8A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

COVID-19 updates seem 
to come hourly and as this 
global pandemic continues 
to evolve, Horizon Health 
is continuously evaluating 
its operations to follow the 
guidelines of professional 
societies and industry stan-
dards. 

That requires finding a 
working balance between 
keeping our communities 
safe and honoring the gov-
ernment orders of social 
distancing and shelter-in-
place, while still providing 
all the necessary care for our 
patients.

Horizon Health im-
plemented the following 
changes Friday, March 27. 

A portion of the Ack-
lin-Shackelford Clinic at 
Paris is being dedicated to 
a Respiratory Care Center. 
This clinic is appropriate 
for patients who have acute 
respiratory symptoms that 
could be consistent with 
COVID-19, influenza or 
related diseases. Such symp-
toms include fever, cough, 
tiredness and difficulty 
breathing. The clinic hours 
are 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and a 
phone call prior to arrival is 
required to gain access and 

to be given specific instruc-
tions before entering the 
building. The number to call 
is 217-466-4833.

A COVID-19 symptom 
checker can be found at My-
HorizonHealth.org/coro-
navirus. It is a great place to 
start, should a person think 
they may be experiencing 
symptoms. 

More emphasis is be-
ing placed on telemedi-
cine. Many of the Horizon 
Health providers are offer-
ing telemedicine visits. Call 
217-465-8411 to arrange a 
telemedicine consultation. 
Visits can be conducted 
through a smartphone or 

computer/tablet with Inter-
net access. Like traditional 
office calls, these visits are 
scheduled in advance and 
billed through insurance. 

In an effort to keep ev-
eryone in good health, the 
Paris, Chrisman and Oak-
land clinics are dedicating 
hours of operation for well  
visits and separate hours of 
operation for sick visits. All 
patients will continue to be 
screened for symptoms of 
COVID-19, and a conver-
sation with staff will deter-
mine which visit is right for 
a patient’s needs. 

Staff will conduct well vis-
its between 8:30 and 11:30 

a.m. with sick visits between 
1:30 and 5 p.m. 

The Patient Portal is al-
ways a good option to han-
dle some issues without 
a need to visit the clinic. 
Through the portal, patients 
can ask providers a question, 
request a prescription refill, 
reschedule an appointment 
and more. Visit MyHorizon-
Health.org/PatientPortal to 
learn more. 

Visitor restrictions and 
limited access rules remain 
in place. No visitors are 
permitted on the inpatient 
unit. Exceptions will be 
made for end-of-life visits. 

Horizon Health announces operational changes

See HOSPITAL, Page 8A
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY FRIDAY SATURDAY  SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

74   50
Prec: 90%

58   40
Prec: 0%

60   41
Prec: 0%

51   36
Prec: 60%

55   36
Prec: 0%

57   38
Prec: 0%

59   44
Prec: 0%

TODAY — A breezy day with showers and 
thunderstorms and highs in the mid 70s. 
Some of the storms could become severe, 
especially in the afternoon/evening hours.

FRIDAY — Partly sunny and windy with 
highs in the upper 50s and southwest wind 
gusts as high as 40 mph.

SATURDAY — A spring-like day with highs 
topping out near 60 under mostly sunny 
skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56°/35°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84° in 1946
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17° in 1934

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.93”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.57”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.40”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30”

NORMAL:    High: 56   Low: 35    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:41 a.m. 7:11 p.m. 9:02 a.m. 11:23 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:40 a.m. 7:12 p.m. 9:35 a.m. --

MONDAY 6:37 a.m. 7:13 p.m. 10:14 a.m. 12:24 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:36 a.m. 7:14 p.m. 11:00 a.m. 1:23 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:34 a.m. 7:15 p.m. 11:53 a.m. 2:21 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:33 a.m. 7:16 p.m. 12:55 p.m. 3:14 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:31 a.m. 7:17 p.m. 2:03 p.m. 4:02 a.m.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Economic Oppor-
tunity (DCEO) is working on 
getting emergency money to 
help the state’s small businesses 
during the COVID-19 shut-
down.

A $14 million Hospitality 
Emergency Grant Program is 
being put together from mon-
ey originally budgeted for job 
training, tourism promotion 
and other purposes. Bars and 
restaurants that generated be-
tween $500,000 and $1 million 
in revenue during 2019 are eli-
gible for up to $25,000. Those 
doing less than $500,000 are 
eligible for up to $10,000. Ho-
tels with less than $8 million 

State providing emergency small business grants and loans
are eligible for up to $50,000.

Bars and restaurants may use 
the money to support working 
capital for rent, payroll and 
other accounts payable; job 
training for new practices re-
lated to take out, delivery and 
sanitation; and technology to 
support new changes in oper-
ations.

Hotels can use the money to 
support employee retention. 

Applications are due online 
by 5 p.m. April 1 at Landing 
Page https://us.accion.org/
news/covid-19-hospitali-
ty-business-grant-program. 
Spanish language applications 
may be sent to https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/ilgrant.

A lottery to select grant re-
cipients will follow with suc-
cessful businesses notified by 

April 4
DCEO is working with the 

Illinois Department of Finan-
cial and Professional Regu-
lation to offer low-interest 
Illinois Small Business Emer-
gency Loans of up to $50,000. 
This is specifically targeted for 
businesses located outside of 
Chicago with fewer than 50 
workers and less than $3 mil-
lion in revenue for 2019.

Loan recipients owe noth-
ing for the first six months be-
fore making fixed payments at 
below market interest rates for 
five years. The money can be 
used to support working cap-
ital.

Businesses may express 
interest at dceo/SmallBizAs-
sistance/Pages/default.aspx. 
Eligible businesses will be 

invited to submit full applica-
tions starting April 1.

A specific Downstate Small 
Business Stabilization Pro-
gram is also underway for ru-
ral counties using $20 million 
DCEO is repurposing. This 
fund is intended for small busi-
nesses with up to 50 employees 
and located in rural counties. It 
requires forming a partnership 
with local governments to ob-
tain grants of up to $25,000 for 
working capital.

Only local governments 
able to support economic de-
velopment activities may apply 
on behalf of a local small busi-
ness. More information about 
communities that can apply 
for these funds to support a lo-
cal business is available on the 
DCEO website.   

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 
mental health or substance use 
disorder services. There are some 
resources actively available to 
our community members. Here is 
a list of such resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disor-
der treatment. In-person appoint-

ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged 
for the safety of the community 
and our staff. HRC is here to help 
in this difficult time.

118 EAST COURT STREET, 
PARIS 

217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm 

Regional Behavioral Health 
Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400

24/7 access for people feeling 
suicidal or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-

359-7593
Monday through Friday, 8 

a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support 
for anyone living in Illinois. From 
the main menu, select option #2, 
then #5. Interpreters available 
for hundreds of languages. Staff 

are also adept at conversing 
through Video Relay TTY: 1 (866) 
880-4459 
National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CANCELED EVENTS

Concern about the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus has caused the 
cancellation of numerous events. 
The following list is not compre-
hensive but represents informa-
tion provided to The Prairie Press 
about canceling or postponing 
events.

Given the rate at which activ-
ities are being canceled people 
should call ahead to confirm with 
sponsoring organizations if a 
scheduled event is continuing. 

Governor J.B. Pritzker ordered 
all Illinois schools closed and all 
school extracurricular activities 
canceled between March 17 and 
March 30

Effective immediately, all 
face-to-face events organized by 
Illinois Extension through May 31 
are canceled, suspended or tran-

sitioned to online delivery. This 
includes all 4-H Club meetings. 
People should look for cancella-
tions or postponements on the 
website go.illinois.edu/cce. Plans 
may change based on directions 
provided by the local health 
department and questions may be 
submitted via email at uie-cce@
illinois.edu. Extension staff are 
exploring ways to provide judging, 
exhibit and showcase opportuni-
ties for 4-H projects.

March 27, 28 & 29, the Paris 
High School performance of 
“Grease” is canceled although it 
will try to be rescheduled.

March 28,  EnerStar Annual 
Meeting postponed, no date for 
rescheduling selected at this time.

March 31, Edgar County 4-H 
new member party is postponed 
without a new date set for 7 p.m. 
April 24 at the Edgar County 4-H 
Fairgrounds. 

April 4, Extension’s Choose 
Health Action Teen (CHAT) in-per-
son training canceled.

April 5, The Coles County Bar-
bershop Chorus benefit concert 
is canceled. There is a possibility 
it may be rescheduled later in 
the summer to benefit area 
homeless shelter and food pantry 
programs.

April 9, April in Paris Gardening 
Seminar canceled, call the Exten-
sion Office 465-8585 regarding 
refunds.

All Dine with a Doc programs at 
area senior centers are canceled 
from now until April 15. This 
includes the April 8 session at the 
Chester P. Sutton Senior Center, 
Paris, and the April 10 program at 
the Marshall Senior Center. A deci-
sion about the programs between 
April 16 and April 30 will be made 
at a later date.

The Paris American Legion Post 
is canceling the Queen of Hearts 
drawings for approximately the 
next 30 days. 
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SHRED DAY
In honor of Earth Day, drop your shredding by Prospect Bank

 and we will ensure safe and secure shredding on us! 

Please call your local branch for drop offs 
of more than 2 boxes/garbage bags full.

Monday, April 20th
9:00am-3:00pm

The BIONIC Club of Paris High School will partner with Prospect Bank 
to collect expired or unused medications for safe disposal.

Drop Off will be behind the bank in Paris. 

MEMBER FDIC

Stay safe while working outdoors. 
Always call JULIE at 811 before 
you dig.

Don’t wait! There is no charge for these services.

NOT UNTIL YOU CALL 811

Can You Dig It?

Lake Ridge Christian Church

Church OnlineOnline
Sunday
 10:00 AM
Kids church

10:15 AM
 Traditional music

10:30 AM
Complete service 
with message and 

contemporary music

We will also have past services 

available anytime at 

www.lakeridgechurch.org under 

the grow section

-Search Facebook

122 E. Steidl Rd.

(217) 465-5614           

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Jonathan Burns, executive 
director of the Human Re-
sources Center of Edgar and 
Clark Counties, has announced 
some operational changes for 
updated COVID-19 safety 
practices.

Starting Wednesday, HRC 
stopped seeing people walking 
in for assessments.

“We are continuing to accept 
new customers, and they just 
need to call us at 217-465-4118 
in order to initiate services,” 
said Burns. “We are going to 
stop seeing people in-person, 
for mental health and substance 
use disorder services effective 
Monday, March 30, 2020, until 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

We are living in a stressful 
time that exceeds anything in 
recent memory as people cope 
with the massive disruptions 
created by COVID-19.

According to a March 25 
report published by the BBC, 
one-quarter of the world’s pop-
ulation is living under some 
form of lockdown and more 
than 20,000 people have died 
worldwide. Illinois Governor 
JB Pritzker issued a shelter at 
home order March 20 instruct-
ing residents to stay home un-
til April 7, except for medical 
appointments or to obtain 
groceries. The order closed 
non-essential businesses and 
some people are not working 
as a result.

Jonathan Burns, executive 
director of the Human Re-
sources Center of Edgar and 
Clark Counties, said people’s 
concerns are running across a 
wide gamut of issues.  

“I haven’t gotten a sense of 
one single thing being a dom-
inant problem,” said Burns, 
adding a combination of fac-
tors are pressuring people.

He said a fear of getting sick 
tops the list but other worries 
plaguing people include a con-
cern about resources for paying 
bills and if their job or business 
will still exist when the pan-
demic eases in the future.

Concern about childcare 
weighs heavily on some. 
Those who have jobs worry 
about children being home 
alone because daycare centers 
are closed, and those who left 
jobs to stay home with their 
children are facing the burden 
of decreased income.

The Family First Corona-
virus Response Act is intend-
ed to address some of these 
stressors, but the act itself has 
some flaws. The Senate did 
pass a relief act early Wednes-
day morning intended to pro-
vide extended unemployment 

compensation and direct cash 
payments. The House passed 
the bill Friday and sent it to 
the president.

Burns added there is also 
the stress of normal routines 
being disrupted because chil-
dren are home and not at 
school.

He said some people will 
cope with the shelter in place 
order better than others. In-
troverts may not find it as 
overwhelming as extroverts 
who value crowds, meetings 
and lots of group activity and 
will likely feel isolated and 
alone. Eventually, he said, 
everyone will have to guard 
against the damage caused by 
the uncertainty of the future.

Maintaining close ties with 
family and friends will become 
even more important to keep 
social connections strong and 
prevent the dangers of iso-
lation. The problem is that 
in-person communication is 
not a healthy option.

“People need to stay actively 
in contact and Facetime and 
Skype is a way to do that,” he 
said. “I recommend every-
body give those tools a try. 
That missing social piece of 
going to work is lost. It can be 
supplemented with family and 
friends. FaceTime is the safest 
way to do that.”

He stressed as this pandem-
ic continues everyone needs 
to watch for signs of mental 
fatigue in themselves and oth-
ers. There are some solid indi-
cations that a person may need 
support and help.

In children, excessive crying, 
increased irritability, regressive 
behavior such as a return to 
bedwetting, avoiding school-
work, compulsive eating or 
avoiding activities previously 
enjoyed should cause a par-
ent to pay close attention and 
reach out for professional help.

Some of these signs also ap-
ply to adults like compulsive 
eating, increased irritability, 

mood swings, loss of energy, 
loss of interest, increased iso-
lation, withdrawing from loved 
ones or a change in a chron-
ic health problem can all be 
worrisome signs of depression 
either starting or deepening. If 
that is happening, the person 
needs to talk to someone.

“With adults, headache and 
body pains are also possible, 
but the problem is they may 
confuse that with symptoms of 
something else,” Burns said. “A 
change in the use of alcohol or 
drugs can be alarming.”

“Everyone reacts differ-
ently to stressful situations,” 
said Burns. “How a person 
responds to the outbreak can 
depend on their background, 
resiliency, past trauma and the 
community they live in.”

Here are some coping tips 
for staying centered and keep-
ing things in perspective:
Voluntarily helping oth-

ers, like family members, can 
help one cope with stress. 
Completing wellness calls on 
family members is one way to 
do this.
Take breaks from media 

coverage about COVID-19, 
including social media. 
We need to take care of 

our bodies to keep our minds 
sharp: take deep breaths; 
stretch or meditate; eat 
healthy; exercise; get plenty of 
sleep; and avoid alcohol and 
drugs; keep in mind, these ac-
tivities are not only personally 
beneficial but are also excel-
lent role-modeling opportuni-
ties for other members of the 
household.
Make time to unwind. Do 

some other enjoyable activi-
ties, try something new.
Connect with others. Talk 

with trusted people about con-
cerns and feelings.
Engage in the live-stream-

ing opportunities readily avail-
able online.
Spend time outside in the 

sunlight.

HRC announces COVID-19 changes
an unknown date.”

That does not mean coun-
seling services are stopping.

Burns said HRC will con-
tinue providing outpatient 
services via phone or video at 
https://doxy.me/. He added 
the staff is committed to ensur-
ing outpatient services remain 
accessible to the community, 
despite the barriers created by 
the need to protect all from the 
spread of COVID-19. 

HRC properties now closed 
to the public are:
118 East Court Street, 

Paris
753 East Court Street, 

Paris
Forsythe Center - 406 N 

2nd Street, Marshal

”HRC will continue to 
provide ongoing professional 
mental health and substance 
use disorder therapy sessions 
and case management sessions 
by telephone or video confer-
encing only,” said Alison Wil-
liams, director of operations at 
HRC. “Therapists and recep-
tion staff will coordinate regu-
larly scheduled appointments.”

She encouraged anyone 
needing help coping to call 
HRC at 217-465-4118 to ob-
tain an appointment.

Other HRC operations 
such as cleaning the Interstate 
70 rest stop near Marshall, 
the commercial laundry and 
the group home will continue 
functioning.

People must guard against stress
Maintain routines, as 

much as possible and supple-
ment new, healthy routines 
during the downtime accom-
panying this pandemic.

Mental health profession-
als have concerns about an 
increase of domestic violence 
and suicides as the situation 
worsens. Burns said it doesn’t 
have to get that far. Anyone 
sensing they are approaching 
a breaking point can get help 
from HRC or other services.  

Call HRC at 217-465-4118 
if stress gets in the way of daily 
functioning.

Also available is the IL 
Warm Line: Call: 1 (866) 359-
7953 TTY: 1 (866) 880-4459 • 
Hours of Operation: Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
• From the main menu, select 
option #2 for Consumers and 
Families • Next, select option 
#5 for the Warm Line: Peer and 
Family Support by Phone.

In a related matter, the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) announced 
late Thursday President Don-
ald Trump approved a major 
disaster declaration for Illinois. 
The FEMA announcement ex-
plained the declaration means 

federal funding is available for 
crisis counseling for affected 
individuals in all areas of the 
state.

Federal funding is also 
available to state and eligible 
local governments and certain 

private nonprofit organiza-
tions on a cost-sharing basis 
for emergency protective 
measures including direct fed-
eral assistance under public 
assistance, for all areas affect-
ed by COVID-19 at a federal 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
 
If people are out of disin-

fecting cleaner or cannot find 
it at the store, they can make 
it at home. Use this bleach 
sanitizer to disinfect surfac-
es such as tables, counters, 
floors, doorknobs, toilets, 
showers, faucets and sinks. 

SUPPLIES
1 quart (or 4 cups) cool 

water 
4 teaspoons unscented, 

regular bleach
A small bucket or spray 

bottle
Masking tape
Ink pen
Cleaning rag or towel
Rubber cleaning gloves

INSTRUCTIONS
1.Place bucket or spray 

bottle on a flat surface. 
2.Add water to bucket or 

spray bottle. Carefully pour 
bleach into container. (Con-
sider using a funnel with the 
spray bottle to safely get wa-
ter and bleach in.)

3.Use the masking tape and 
ink pen, label bucket or spray 
bottle to read “sanitizer” or 
another similar word. 

USING SANITIZER
1. Clean all surfaces that 

need sanitizing with soapy 
water before using sanitizer 
on that surface. (Food parti-
cles, soiled or sticky surfaces, 
and other contamination can 
deactivate the bleach in sani-

Making a bleach sanitizer at home
tizer.)

2. Put on rubber cleaning 
gloves. (The gloves help pro-
tect the hands, since bleach is 
irritating to skin.)

3. Add sanitizer to surfaces 
using a cleaning cloth dipped 
into the bucket or by spray-
ing onto the surface with the 
spray bottle. 

4. Allow sanitizer to air dry.

SAFETY TIPS
1. Make sanitizer with cool 

water. Hot water will deacti-
vate the bleach in the sanitiz-
ing solution.

2. Follow the manufactur-
er’s safety instructions when 
working with bleach.

3. Never mix bleach with 
ammonia.

4. Make a new bleach sani-
tizer each day. 

5. Keep small children and 
pets away from sanitized sur-
faces until the surfaces are 
dry.

For more, visit the Cen-
ter for Disease Control 
and Prevention at https://
w w w.c d c .gov / c o ro n av i -
rus/2019-ncov/prepare/dis-
infecting-your-home.html
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Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
Photos for illustration purposes only.

HUGE SAVINGS!

USED CAR
SALE!

2015 Ford
Tourus SEL

Was $14,985 Now 
$13,853

#B20137A

2013 GMC
Terrain

Was $10,985 Now 
$9,250#X20008A

2017 Hyundai
Sante Fe

Was $15,985 Now 
$13,514

#G20029A

2014 Dodge
Durango Limited

Was $17,985 Now 
$16,906#X20003B

Was $9,985 Now 
$8,976

2016 Chevrolet
Sonic

#X19230A

Was $4,985 Now 
$4,250

2007 Hyundai 
Sante Fe

#G20042C

2003 Ford
Conversion Van

Was $6,985 Now 
$5,875#X20009A

2014 GMC
Terrain SLT

Was $10,985 Now 
$9,675

#G20107A

2012 GMC
Acadia

Was $8, 985 Now 
$7,550#X19213A

Was $5,985 Now 
$4,950

2011 Dodge
Dakota Crew Cab 4x4

#G20078B1

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

ON SALE March 27-April 2ON SALE March 27-April 2

Drive-up window 
available

$11.99

SavingsSavings
UV Vodka 750ml.................

Bacardi 750ml.......................

1800 Tequila 750ml.....

Purple Toad Wine.......

Jack Daniels......................
6pk cocktails

Goose Island Beer.....

Pabst 24pk cans.......................

Natural 30pk cans................

Busch/Lt 30pk cans.............

Fireball 750ml......................

$15.99

$25.99

$6.99

$12.79

10% OFF

$14.97

$14.99

$16.98

$16.99

Enjoy theseEnjoy these

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
will be the last story about ac-
tivity in Edgar County Circuit 
court for a while. All regular 
court sessions are postponed 
until at least April 7 and only 
emergency hearings are being 
conducted during the governor’s 
mandatory stay at home order. 
The courthouse is also closed ex-
cept for essential business.)

CHARGES
nJamesray A. Evans, 28, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor posses-

sion of a hypodermic syringe. 
He told the court he will hire 
an attorney. The matter was 
continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing.
nRichard H. Wilken II, 

21, Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor battery. 
The case went to the public 
defender and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nAndrew W. Young, 20, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
2 felony arson charge. He was 
sentenced to 180 days in jail 
with 120 days to be served as 
electronic home monitoring 

Cases appearing in Edgar County Circuit Court
and the remaining 60 days 
are subject to the court’s dis-
cretion with good conduct 
credit to apply, 30 months of 
probation, a $500 fine, $430 
restitution, 40 hours of com-
munity service work, court 
costs and various state fees. 
His bond conditions include 
he is to have no contact with 
the apparent victim.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJacob B. Ford, 27, Paris, 

denied a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery conviction. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nNicky N. Ramos, 33, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery and a Class A misde-
meanor criminal damage to 
property charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nKyle D. Tincher, 28, 

Brocton, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
the charge of a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nLupe M. Foley, 39, Dan-

ville, learned her motion was 
granted to quash a warrant for 

missing a previous court call. 
Foley’s conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor reckless driving con-
viction was terminated and 
the case was closed.
nMalaika T. Williams, 

48, Champaign, learned the 
state withdrew a petition to 
revoke her court supervision 
sentence for a Class B misde-
meanor speeding conviction. 
Her court supervision was 
terminated and the case was 
dismissed.

WARRANTS 
A warrant was ordered 

when Marcus D. Priest, 37, 
Tilton, failed to appear.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Court-
house will remain open for 
only limited emergency 
court-related activity during 
the governor's mandatory stay 
at home order. 

All non-emergency hearings 
currently scheduled through 
April 7, 2020, are vacated and 
continued. People with ques-
tions about their hearings 
should contact their attorneys. 
Those without legal counsel 
may call the circuit clerk's Of-
fice at 217-466-7447.

If an emergency hearing is 

needed in a case, attorneys 
or non-represented parties 
should call the Edgar County 
Court Administrator's office 
at 217-466-7473 and explain 
the basis for the emergency. 
The request will be imme-
diately reviewed by a judge 
and a determination will be 
made as to the date and time 
of a hearing and the manner 
in which the hearing will be 
conducted.

Court related documents 
may still be filed during this 
time period by use of the Inter-
net and the mandatory e-filing 
system.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Following an investigation 
by the Paris Police Depart-
ment, Jamie L. Trogdon, a 
secretary at the Edgar Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department, is on 
unpaid administrative leave.

Sheriff Jeff Wood con-
firmed Trogdon’s status Tues-
day, March 24.

The investigation report, 
which was forwarded to the 
office of State’s Attorney Ap-
pellate Prosecutor for the con-
sideration of criminal charges, 
alleges official misconduct 
and theft. 

According to the report, 

Trogdon used her position 
as secretary and payroll co-
ordinator to pay herself for 
time not worked. The report 
cross-checked pay claims 
against logs kept at the jail of 
when people are at work and 
discovered multiple inconsis-
tencies.

Based on the discrepan-
cies, it is alleged Trogdon 
commonly arrived late to 
work and left early with-
out authorization while still 
claiming a full day’s pay. Ed-
gar County personnel policy 
requires clerical employees 
to work from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
with an unpaid hour lunch 

Sheriff ’s department employee is 
placed on unpaid administrative leave

break. That creates a paid 
workday of seven hours. 
The report states finding 
numerous instances of 
Trogdon’s payroll reports 
showing eight hours of 
paid time when she is only 
allowed seven hours.

The logs also show Trog-
don leaving the jail during 
the workday for a variety of 
personal reasons while still 
claiming compensation for 
time worked during those 
periods of being absent 
from her post.

Trogdon is also accused 
of filing for overtime hours 
that were not worked.

Information forwarded 
to the Appellate Prosecutor 
alleges more than $15,000 
was paid in misappropri-
ated funds between 2017 
and 2019.

In addition to the alle-
gations of direct misap-
propriation, other sheriff 
department employees 
provided the investigation 
with claims of Trogdon 
being habitually away from 
her desk and engaged in 
non-work related activities 
for extended periods. 

The report was also crit-
ical of Sheriff Wood for a 
lack of administrative over-
sight.

Only emergency hearings 
in the court until April 7

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

OBITUARIES

JOYCE YORK
PALESTINE — Joyce An-

nette York, 66, of Palestine, 
died on March 20, 2020, at 

her home.
A memo-

rial service 
will be held 
at future 
date. Good-
wine Funeral 
Home is in 
charge of the 

arrangements. 
More information and 

online condolences at www.
goodwinefuneralhomes.com.

YORK

ROSEMARY WILLIAMS
MARTINSVILLE — Hel-

en “Rosemary” Williams, 92, 
of Martinsville, passed away 

at 6:20 a.m. 
March 25, 
2020, at Ca-
sey.  

G r a v e -
side services 
and burial in 
Mt. Pleasant 
Cemetery is 

at a later date. Greenwell Fu-
neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Shriner’s Hospital 
for Children.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

WILLIAMS

INFANT JASPER COOPER
MARSHALL — Infant Jas-

per Warren Cooper, of Paris, 
failed to survive birth March 
17, 2020, at Union Hospital, 
Terre Haute, Ind. 

No services are planned 
at this time. Pearce Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

Surviving are his mother, 
Linda Soulliere; his father, 
Jesse Cooper; siblings, Alaric 
Soulliere, Silas Soulliere and 
Isabella Tevlin; and grandpar-
ents, Karla Evitt, Jeanne Mor-
rison and Edward J. Morrison.  

Online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

HAROLD KENDALL
MARSHALL — Harold 

Dean Kendall, 74, of Mar-
tinsville, passed away 3:13 

a.m. Friday, 
March 20, 
2020, at Ca-
sey Health 
Care Center, 
Casey.

A r r a n g e -
ments are 
pending at 

Pearce Funeral Home.
Memorial donations may 

be made to the Casey Health 
Care Center Resident Activi-
ty Fund or to the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

KENDALL

DENNIS CLUXTON
Dennis Leon Cluxton, 65, 

of Paris, passed away at 9:10 
a.m., March 17, 2020, at I.U. 
Health Methodist Hospital, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

All services are private. 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is assisting the family 
with arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com. 

DENNIS GARNER
Dennis Michael Garner, 

58, of Paris, passed away at 
8:06 p.m. Monday, March 23, 
2020, in the emergency room 
of Horizon Health Paris Com-
munity Hospital.  

Interment is private. A 
public memorial service may 
be announced at a later date. 
Templeton Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

More OBITUARIES, Page 5A



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2020  |  5AOBITUARIES

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

PRE-PLANNING:
A choice you won’t regret
Most people agree that 

pre-planning is a wise decision, 
yet it is such an easy thing to 

put off.

While many choose to prepay 
their final arrangements, there is 

no charge for making your
 plans in advance.

Make the appointment that 
shows you care.

Contact us today!

217-465-4775 •
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Derrick L Lorenzen 
Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

Select Uprights on SALE

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

Loved Always,  All Your Family

Those we love do not go away, they walk beside 
us every day, unseen, unheard, but, always 
near, still loved, still missed and very dear.

In Loving Memory on your 33rd Birthday
Heather Ridgon

04/02/87 - 10/31/05

If we could turn If we could turn 
                                                                                        back time...back time...

JEAN MURPHY
MARSHALL — Jean 

Lovett Murphy, 88, of Mar-
shall, passed away Monday, 

March 23, 
2020, at Wil-
l o w b r o o k 
M e m o r y 
Care.

Due to cur-
rent social re-
strictions and 
our concern 

for family and friends services 
in honor of her life will be lim-
ited to immediate family only. 
Services will be private. Thank 
you for understanding. Pearce 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements.

Mrs. Murphy was born May 
10, 1931, at Detroit, Mich., 
the daughter of Temple and 
Mary Hogue Lovett. Having 
grandparents in Illinois of-
ten brought Jean to the Mar-
shall area. Born a city girl, her 
dreams of marrying a farmer 
drove her to the countryside. 
It was there she met her life 
partner, an only child named 
George Thomas Murphy, an 

area farmer. Upon tying the 
knot on Feb. 13, 1950, in her 
parent’s home they began rural 
living on Dolson Prairie. She 
left the city life behind and be-
came a dedicated farmer’s wife 
with no running water and no 
indoor toilet. Her husband 
needed some farm hands so 
born to their union were Tom, 
Brian and Mariann.

Surviving are her children, 
Tom (Sally) Murphy, Brian 
(Cherise) Murphy and Mari-
ann (Brian) Schaefer; grand-
children, Jeff (Amy) Murphy, 
Gayle (Jay) Rayhel, Carrie 
(Scott) Miller, Clint Murphy, 
Erin (Tim) McHenry, Sean 
Murphy, Daniel Murphy, Pat-
rick Murphy, Anna Murphy, 
Erika (Justin) Dickerson and 
Nolan (Brittany) Schaefer; 
21 great-grandchildren; four 
great-great-grandchildren and 
one on the way; two nieces, 
Margaret (Tony) Malone and 
Mary Jane (Larry) Bender and 
their families.

Mrs. Murphy spent sever-
al years involved in 4-H as a 
club leader where many young 

4-H’ers learned to sew with her 
guidance. She pursued her love 
for sewing and teamed up with 
her sister Anne Kile. Together 
they created six beautiful wed-
ding gowns for family mem-
bers. 

She was blest to have had so 
many wonderful family mem-
bers and special ladies who pro-
vided her with personal care 
in her residence so she could 
remain on the farm for several 
years. As dementia progressed, 
God opened a door for person-
al care in Willowbrook Memo-
ry Care of Marshall where she 
passed peacefully in the arms 
of Jesus, her personal saviour.

The saying stands proven, 
“You can take the girl out of the 
country but you can’t take the 
country out of the girl.” 

The family thanks every-
one for their love and support 
during this difficult time.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Clark County 4-H 
Foundation or the First Con-
gregational Church. 

Online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

PATRICIA MCCONKEY
OAKLAND — Patricia 

Ann “Pat” McConkey, 81, of 
Oakland, passed away Fri-

day, March 
20, 2020, at 
Carle Foun-
dation Hos-
pital, Urbana. 

P r i v a t e 
family ser-
vices are 
scheduled. A 

public celebration of her life 
will be held at a later date. 
Krabel Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Mrs. McConkey was born 
Nov. 27, 1938, at Isabel, the 
daughter of the last Joseph 
Roscoe Elam and Mildred 
Anita Dennison Elam. She 
married Robert Arthur Mc-
Conkey Dec. 5, 1954, at Bor-
ton, and he survives. They 
enjoyed 65 wonderful years 
together. 

She is also survived by 
three children, Debbie Har-
din of Tuscola, Robin Ray of 
Tuscola and Dale McConk-
ey of Oakland; one brother, 
Dennis Elam of Paris; a sis-
ter-in-law, Caroline Elam of 
Oakland; five grandchildren, 
Misty (David) Manning of 
Grandview, Jason (Amber) 
Skinner of Pickneyville, Josh 
Addis of Hartford, Ky., Ali-
sha (Matt) Shinn of Tuscola 
and Holden (Kaila) McCon-
key of Chatham; one niece, 
Mindy Elam of Oakland; and 
10 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
one brother, Ronald Elam; 
and one sister, Ella Jane 
Elam. 

Mrs. McConkey worked at 
Calloway’s Meat Market and 

MARY JONES
BARRY, Ill. — Mary V. 

Jones, 73, of Bowling Green, 
Mo., passed away Friday, 

March 20, 
2020, at St. 
John’s Hos-
pital, Spring-
field, Ill. She 
was a nurse

The funer-
al service is 
private and 

interment is at Crown Hill 
Cemetery, Ridge Farm. Nie-
bur Funeral Home is handling 
the arrangements.

Mrs. Jones was born Nov. 
22, 1946, the daughter of 
the late Denver and Sarah 
Walthall Walker. She married 
Philip Jones March 13, 1966, 
and he preceded her in death 

June 12, 2015.
She is survived by her sons, 

Bruce (Ursula) Jones of Bar-
ry and Frank (Krista Willis) 
Jones of Curryville, Mo.; 
grandchildren, Ashley Jones 
and Levi Jones, both of Bar-
ry; brothers, John (Deann) 
Walker of Rapid City, S.D., 
and Robert Walker of Dan-
ville; and special friend, Dick 
Stephens of Kinderhook.

She was preceded in death 
by her brother, Denver Walk-
er. 

Mrs. Jones graduated from 
Ridge Farm High School and 
attended Danville Area Com-
munity College where she 
received her LPN degree. She 
then went to school at Mac-
Murray College in Jackson-
ville and received her Bache-

lor’s Degree in Nursing.  
She worked at St. John’s 

Hospital until retiring in 
2006. After retirement, she 
worked at Pike County Me-
morial Hospital in Louisiana, 
Mo. During her entire career, 
she also farmed with her hus-
band, Philip. 

Mrs. Jones enjoyed baking, 
working in her vegetable gar-
den and canning. She loved 
muscle cars and owned sev-
eral Camaros in her lifetime. 
She was a hardworking, hon-
est and devoted mother. She 
was very caring, always put-
ting others before herself.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Pike County 
Animal Shelter.  

Online condolences at 
www.nieburfh.com.  

DONNA HACKER
WESTFIELD — Don-

na Ruth Shanks Hacker, 64, 
of Westfield, passed away at 

11:30 p.m. 
S u n d a y , 
March 22, 
2020, at her 
home 

A private 
family service 
and burial is 

at Maple Hill Cemetery, with 
Pastors Michael Stewart, Scott 
Sims and Ray Finney officiat-
ing. Markwell Funeral Home 
of Casey is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Salisbury Church 
Benevolence Fund. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

SCOTT BROWN
CHRISMAN — Scott 

Russell Brown of Chrisman, 
and formerly of Metcalf, 

went home 
to dance and 
sing in the 
Lord’s choir 
Wednesday, 
March 25, 
2020. He was 
home sur-
rounded by 

his family. 
Mr. Brown is the son of 

Mike and Lynda Brown Car-
roll of Chrisman. They were 
blessed to receive this special 
gift from God and have him 
for 48 years. Growing up, he 
knew how to deal with his 
three younger sisters and 
stood his ground. His favorite 
sister Jammi (Rick) Asbury 
of Metcalf, his other favorite 
sister Trisha Wilson of Mid-
west City, Okla., and another 
favorite sister of his Alisha 
(Will) Porter of Chrisman, all 
say he is their favorite brother.

Later on in life, he acquired 
three more siblings: Chad 
(Angie) Carroll of Mattoon, 
Laura ( Jack) Bruingten of 
Mattoon. Scott Brown was 
also preceded in death by an-
other brother, Brian (Nicole 
Colvin of Niantic) Carroll. 

Uncle Scotty loves Alex 

(Karsyn Worthington) As-
bury of Metcalf, Jesse Asbury 
of Metcalf, Clara Wheeler and 
Jeremy Porter of Chrisman, 
Josh and Ian Carroll of Nian-
tic and Elizabeth Carroll of 
Mattoon. 

There are a lot of people 
who were a big part of his 
life, including his Aunt Debra 
(Chuck) Gore of Chrisman, 
with Chris, Kelly, Dennis, and 
Ashley; Aunt Sandra Bayes of 
Fairmount, with daughters 
Maria, Lauralee and Aman-
da; Aunt Norma Yelenick and 
families; Aunt Bernie Peppas 
and families; and his uncle 
and aunt, Joe (Bernadine) 
Carroll of Brocton with Car-
la, Amy and Tony; as well as 
many other family members 
from Georgetown and Cham-
paign

Mr. Brown had a strong 
faith in his Lord, Jesus. He 
was a member of Sidell As-
sembly UPC in Sidell. He 
enjoyed singing in the choir, 
wearing his red and black 
robe and praising Jesus. He 
loved all of his brothers and 
sisters in Christ and always lit 
up a room if he knew Pastor 
Pearman was coming. 

While spending winters in 
New River, Ariz., he attended 
New River First Assembly of 
God, where he played drums 

for Sunday morning praise 
and worship service, greet-
ed members at the door and 
handed out The Weekly Pen-
tecostal Evangel. He attended 
Paris High School and grad-
uated from Armstrong Cen-
ter High School in Mattoon 
in 1993. He then went on to 
work at HRC in Paris. 

In the winters, he volun-
teered, alongside his parents, 
for the Bureau of Land Man-
agement in Maricopa County, 
Arizona. He had various hob-
bies and interests including 
bicycling, karate, music, rid-
ing the Harley with Mom or 
Dad, swimming, boating and 
going to Camp New Hope. 

He loved Coke, peanut but-
ter cups and pencils.  He was 
a source of joy and entertain-
ment his whole life for anyone 
who met him. He never forgot 
anyone he met, and we can 
guarantee they didn’t forget 
him either. Everybody has a 
story about Scotty. He never 
realized he had a disability, 
that was only in the eyes of 
the world.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Sidell Assem-
bly Youth Group or Camp 
New Hope. 

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com.

BROWN

MURPHY

JONES

MCCONKEY

HACKER

Oakland Feed & Seed, and 
later owned and operated 
Bob & Pat’s Service Station 
in Oakland for more than 15 
years. She was the creator of 
Pat’s Famous Fudge, spent 
many years volunteering for 
the Corn & Bean Festival, 
helped with the town Christ-
mas decorations for more 
than five years and attended 

Oak Grove Separate Baptist 
Church. She was an avid Il-
lini basketball fan and dearly 
loved her friends and family. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Krabel Funeral 
Home for the benefit of the 
family.

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com. 

ERNA HORSLEY
MARSHALL — Erna 

James Horsley, 67, of Mar-
shall, passed away at 11:44 

a.m. Friday, 
March 20, 
2020, at Gib-
son Family 
H o s p i c e , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.

A celebra-
tion of life is 

at a later date. Pearce Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the family to cre-
ate the Jim Horsley Memorial 
Adoption Grant to assist with 
the adoption of dogs though 
the Clark County Animal 
Shelter.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com

HORSLEY

REUSE
the news

ELTA SNYDER
CASEY — Elta Maxine 

Snyder, 82, of Casey, passed 
away at 5:22 a.m. Friday, 

March 13, 
2020, at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Center, Mat-
toon.     

Inurnment is 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 1, in Wash-
ington Street Cemetery. 
Markwell Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the 
donor’s choice. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.

LEON MCNURLAN 
CASEY — Leon McNur-

lan, 83, of Martinsville, 
passed away at 1:40 a.m. 

S a t u r d a y , 
March 21, 
2020, at his 
home. 

A grave-
side service 
was noon 
M o n d a y , 
March 23, at 
Washington 
Street Cem-
etery, with 
g r a v e s i d e 

military honors by Casey 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and Martinsville American 
Legion. Markwell Funeral 
Home was in charge of the 
arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American 
Cancer Society.   

More information and 
online condolences www.
m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l h o m e .
com.   

MCNURLAN



When my self-isolation began 
two weeks ago, I realized I needed 
to get honest with myself. I was 

not going to be 
a person who 
emerged from 
quarantine having 
discovered a new 
scientific theory 
or learned a new 
language. I could 
try to maintain 
some semblance 
of normalcy. I 
could write. I 
could cook. And 

I could accomplish something 
extra with the additional time at 
home. I could clean.

As a woman, as a mother, as a 
feminist, I have a lot of complicat-
ed feelings about housework. Part 
of me thinks that it’s sheer drudg-
ery, mindless and thankless work 
that I am lucky and privileged 
enough to be able to outsource. 

So I do. 
Except then I feel guilty about 

outsourcing it, even though I pay 
my cleaning person fairly, because 
disrupting the binary of “real” 
work as men’s work and house-
work as women’s work should not 
involve merely relocating the bur-
den of the so-called second shift 
onto some other woman’s back.

There is also is the small, secret 
part of me that kind of enjoys 
housework, the part that sub-
scribes to Better Homes & Gar-
dens and keeps a copy of “Home 
Comforts: The Art & Science of 
Keeping House” by her bed. 

I love my house. I love living 
in it and working in it. I’m happy 
to take care of it, to keep it tidy 
and put its rooms in order, even 
if the work is repetitive and 
exhausting.

But I feel guilt for enjoying the 
work, because I worry that I’ve 
succumbed to the old gender con-
structs about housework being 
women’s work, or worse, that I’ve 
taken the bait of lifestyle gurus 

who’ve gotten rich by rebrand-
ing mopping and scrubbing and 
organizing as fulfilling and even 
aspirational — and still women’s 
work.

So this month, after Philadel-
phia’s mayor sent us all inside, 
I found myself the tiniest bit 
grateful that our current circum-
stances had taken the choice, and 
thus the conflict and the guilt, out 
of housework.

I would clean because I had 
to. I would use it as a chance to 
self-soothe, even to push myself 
creatively. 

It was also a chance to intro-
duce my children to the myste-
rious rituals of keeping house. 
For them, housework has mostly 
been invisible, something that 
happens magically while they’re 
at school.

Thanks to my outsourcing, they 
believe, I sometimes think, that 
clothes wash themselves and beds 
make themselves.

So I sent my cleaning lady a 
check (for four weeks, for the 
entire amount I would have paid 
her to come, and yes, if you can 
afford it, you should too).

I looked up some spring-clean-
ing checklists online, found gloves 
and vinegar and baking soda, 
busted out the Pine-Sol, rounded 
up my kids and got to work.

On Day 1, the girls did not 
complain — at least not much — 
when we tackled the bathrooms. 
They moved everything off the 
bathroom counters, sprayed 
them, wiped them and cleaned 
the shower’s walls and the bath-
room floor while I scrubbed the 
toilets. 

We played show tunes — they 
regaled me with “It’s a Hard-
Knock Life” from “Annie” — and 
the time passed fast, and at the 
end of it, the bathroom sparkled. 

On Day 2, my older girl had 
online school. My younger one 
was mildly enthusiastic when I 
showed her how to sweep the 

kitchen floor and repeated Day 1’s 
counter-wiping. She was bemused 
when I told her to roll up the rugs 
and pile the chairs on the table-
tops. She was not happy when I 
filled a bucket with warm, sudsy 
water, handed her a rag and told 
her to get to scrubbing.

I think there’s something re-
warding about a job you can see, 
the tangible results of a floor that 
was dirty and isn’t anymore. Not 
to mention the soothing nature of 
folding warm laundry or wiping 
down doorknobs and banisters 
and microwave doors, the way 
housework keeps you busy and 
leaves you tired.

There’s even some science 
behind the notion that cleaning 
can bring peace and that if you 
try to be mindful as you wash and 
fold, focusing, for example, on the 
feeling of the water or the smell of 
the soap, you’ll feel less anxious 
and more inspired.

Then there’s the virus. 
If food is love, right now so is 

cleaning.
 Just as a loaf of fresh-baked 

challah on Friday night says “I’m 
keeping you fed and full with 
this warm, delicious work of my 
hands,” a freshly wiped toilet han-
dle says basically the same thing, 
substituting “healthy” for “fed and 
full,” and “safe” for the warm and 
delicious part. 

In the Days of the Virus, where 
sanitation has become a matter of 
survival, housework qualifies as 
a love language, a way of telling 
those closest to us “You matter” 
and “I see you” and “I care.”

And if a day of scrubbing and 
straightening leaves you, as it 
leaves me, too tired to fret about 
a president who didn’t do enough 
to prepare and now wants to pat 
himself on the back and talks 
about packing the pews at Easter, 
that’s good, too.

(Jennifer Weiner is a contributing 
opinion writer and the author based 
in Philadelphia.)
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These are challenging 
times. Like everyone, you 
are concerned about keep-

ing your 
family 
safe and 
healthy, 
and you’re 
doing your 
part to 
help pro-
tect your 
commu-
nity from 
the effects 
of the 

coronavirus. And if you’re 
an investor, you must also 
address your financial 
situation. How should you 
respond to the current 
market volatility and recent 
declines in investment 
prices?

For one thing, try to 
avoid what many others 
seem to be doing: pan-
icking. The market selloff 
may feel unsettling, but 
it appears to be driven as 
much, or more, by fear and 
panic than by economic or 
financial reality.

Uncertainty is high, but 
there are reasons – solid, 
objective reasons – that 
provide more confidence 
in the longer-term outlook, 
suggesting that conditions 
still warrant an eventual 
rebound. U.S. unemploy-
ment entered this situation 
near a 50-year low, with 
solid wage growth. We will 
see a temporary disruption 
to the labor market, of 
course, along with a decline 
in economic activity, but 
households entered this 
period in generally good 
shape. Furthermore, hous-
ing market indicators were 
moving upward and the 
decline in mortgage rates 
could add more strength. 
Also, the Federal Reserve’s 
recent interest rate cuts, 
taking short-term rates 
back near 0%, will support 
the economic rebound as 
the impact of the virus con-
tainment efforts eventually 
fade.

In addition, while further 
volatility and the potential 
for further weakness will 
likely continue, the steep 
drops we’ve already seen 
indicate that the financial 
markets have “priced in” 
the likelihood of a short-
term recession, which 
may mean that the worst 
of the stock market pain 
has already been endured, 
though, of course, there are 
no guarantees.

Let’s face 
it: We’re  
spreading 
the virus    

Don’t be lulled into a false sense of security by thinking COVID-19 isn’t here

“We know now, just the fact of community 
spread says that at least 1%, at the very least 
1% of our population is carrying this virus in 

Ohio today.”
That was Ohio Department 

of Health Director Dr. Amy 
Acton speaking on March 
12, when Ohio had only five 
confirmed COVID-19 cas-
es. One percent of Ohio’s 
population would be about 
117,000 cases. “Community 
spread” means that the virus 
was transmitted by someone 
from inside the community, 
not someone who brought it 

in from outside.
“Whenever you know of two people that 

have it due to community spread, then you 
can assume that 1% of your population has it,” 
explained Acton’s press secretary, who cited a 
2017 Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
from the Centers for Disease Control, accord-
ing to the Cleveland ABC TV affiliate.

Illinois has about 12.7 million people, so 
1% of that would be 127,000. As of March 20, 
Illinois was reporting 585 known COVID-19 
cases, with five deaths.

“Basically, our people don’t refute their 
numbers,” said Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s press secre-
tary Jordan Abudayyeh via email.

“If the trajectory of cases we’ve seen in Il-
linois this past week continues,” Abudayyeh 
said, “a week from now we could see approx-
imately 3,400 more total case than we have 
now.” That was on March 19.

“If the assumption is made that 20% of 
these cases are severe,” Abudayyeh continued, 
“approximately 650 new cases could need hos-
pitalizations. Again, this assumes the trajecto-
ry will continue as it has this past week.”

Pritzker said last week that his adminis-
tration had been looking to other states and 
countries to see what Illinois should emulate 
and what Illinois should avoid doing. 

Pritzker singled out Italy, saying he’s trying 
to make sure “we don’t end up in the situation 
that Italy is in.” 

Italy’s total number of deaths (3,405) sur-
passed China’s yesterday. China’s population 
is just under 1.4 billion. Italy’s is a little over 
60 million. 

So, yeah, don’t do what Italy did.
Italy’s median age is 10 years higher than the 

Illinois median of 37.4 — and that is very like-
ly driving up that country’s death rate since it 
hits the oldest the hardest. 

China’s median age is about a year older 
than Illinois’.

But it’s impossible to compare confirmed 
Illinois cases and Italy’s because, as of March 
20, Illinois had tested just 4,286 people, com-
pared to Italy’s 206,886. 

Italy’s first confirmed case was on Jan. 31, 
seven days after Illinois’ first confirmation.

The governor can’t do a whole lot about the 
testing situation because the federal govern-
ment has so thoroughly botched its handling 
of this pandemic. 

But the state is making some progress.
Pritzker told reporters last Thursday that 

as of Wednesday Illinois was able to conduct 
more than 1,000 tests. 

“And in just a few days,” he said, the state 
“will be increasing that to more than 2,000 
tests per day.” But even at that rate, it would 
take 18 more days to catch up to where Italy 
was at that time, adjusting for population size.

The governor is cautiously aggressive. He 
wasn’t the very first governor to close bars and 
restaurants and cancel parades, but he was 
among the first, for instance.

You can almost see Pritzker’s thinking play 
out if you pay attention to what he says. He 
telegraphs his actions, which, frankly, is a good 
thing. He broadly hints that he will do some-
thing, which gets everyday people debating 
the topic among themselves. He does not sud-
denly announce anything out of the blue.

When it comes right down to it, we have to 
assume that Ohio is right and this is basically 
everywhere. 

We should start behaving like we are already 
carriers. We shouldn’t have had to wait for a 
government order to stay at home if we could.

And, so I believe the governor was right to 
order most Illinoisans to stay home as much as 
possible for at least 16 days, the third governor 
to do so.

The only way to defeat this virus is to take 
away its food; and we’re the food.

(Rich Miller is the editor of the Capitol Fax 
blog and newsletter, which he has been publishing 
for more than 20 years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

“COVID-19 represents the single 
greatest inflection point that global 
society has experienced. How we 
manage through this pandemic and 
its aftermath will impact the course of 
humanity for decades to come.”

—Tom Golway
 
For those of you among us who 

still don’t believe COVID-19 is real, 
is just the flu or some partisan trick, 
please take some advice from those 
of us who know: It’s real. Stay home.

So what if Edgar County hasn’t 
officially recorded its first positive 
COVID-19 test? It’s naive and just 
plain stupid to think someone in this 
county isn’t feeling well and if tested, 
will be found to have the virus. 
When Horizon Health receives more 
tests and  testing ramps up, we’re 
confident there’s a positive test here.

Ohio Department of Health Direc-

tor Amy Action, M.D., pointed out 
on March 12 community spread of 
the virus — transmitted by someone 
from inside the community — is 
the real danger. She said 1% at the 
very least of Ohio’s population was 
carrying the virus — about 117,000 
people.

Put that math to work in Illinois 
and we’re talking about 127,000 
cases. Gov. J.B. Pritzker is relying on 
science and lessons to take the steps 
necessary to keep people safe. That 
means staying at home and practic-
ing social distancing.

The truth is no one knows how 
long this pandemic will last. Of 
course there are predictions about 

when the virus will peak. Some say 
mid-April. Some say two months 
from now. 

Truthfully, a lot of this depends 
on each one of us. Stay home. Yes, 
you need to go grocery shopping but 
there’s no reason to take the entire 
family. Walk the aisles of our local 
Walmart and see not only entire fam-
ilies shopping together but teenagers 
who are roaming the store together 
just for something to do.

Bored? 
Tired of watching Netflix? 
Go for a walk. Write a note to 

someone in a nursing home or a 
shut-in. Make hearts and stick them 
in every window of your home so 
our children can count them when 
they are outside walking. 

Each of us needs to be committed 
to doing everything we can to make 
our community healthy. Stay home.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Acting swiftly in an extraordi-
nary time, the House rushed 
President Donald Trump a 
$2.2 trillion rescue package 
Friday, tossing a life preserver 
to a U.S. economy and health 
care system left flailing by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The House approved the 
sweeping measure by a voice 
vote, as strong majorities of 
both parties lined up behind 
the most colossal economic 
relief bill in the nation's histo-
ry. It will ship payments of up 
to $1,200 to millions of Amer-
icans, bolster unemployment 
benefits, offer loans, grants 
and tax breaks to businesses 
large and small and flush bil-
lions more to states, local gov-
ernments and the nation's all 
but overwhelmed health care 
system. 

Trump said he would sign 
the measure immediately. 

"The American people 
deserve a government wide, 
visionary, evidence-based 
response to address these 
threats to their lives and their 
livelihood. And they need 
it now," said House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif. 

"We are going to help 
Americans through this. We 
are going to do this together," 
said House Minority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif. 

Passage came after Demo-
cratic and Republican leaders 
banded together and outma-
neuvered a maverick GOP 
lawmaker who tried forcing a 
roll call vote. 

With many lawmakers scat-
tered around the country and 
reluctant to risk flying back to 
the Capitol, that could have 
delayed approval. 

But after Rep. Thomas 
Massie, R-Ky., a libertarian 
who often bucks the GOP 
leadership, tried insisting on a 
roll call vote, the presiding of-
ficer — Rep. Anthony Brown, 
D-Md. — ruled there was 
no need for one and the bill 
passed. 

For the most part, Dem-
ocrats who saw a taxpayer 
giveaway to big business and 

Republicans who considered 
it ladened with waste backed 
the measure for the greater 
good of keeping the economy 
alive. 

There were hand sanitizers 
at the end of each aisle in the 
chamber, where most law-
makers sat well apart from 
one another. 

Massie's moved infuriated 
Trump and many lawmakers, 
who would have been forced 
to return to the Capitol to 
vote on legislation that was 
certain to pass anyway. 

Trump tweeted that Massie 
is "a third-rate Grandstand-
er" and said he should be 
drummed out of the GOP. 
"He is a disaster for Ameri-
ca, and for the Great State of 
Kentucky!" Trump wrote.

Massie, who opposed the 
massive bill, was in the cham-
ber during the debate, chat-
ting occasionally with others 
and checking his phone. Post-
ing on Twitter, he cited a sec-
tion of the Constitution that 
requires a majority of law-
makers — some 216 of them 
— to be present and voting to 
conduct business.

The debate was mostly 
conciliatory, with members of 
both parties praising the mea-
sure as a rescue for a ravaged 
nation. The lecterns in the 
chamber's well were wiped 
down between many of the 
speeches. 

"While no one will agree 
with every part of this rescue 
bill, we face a challenge rarely 
seen in America's history. We 
must act now, or the toll on 
lives and livelihoods will be 
far greater," said Rep. Kevin 
Brady, R-Texas.

"We have no time to dith-
er," said Rep. Gerald Connol-
ly, D-Va. "We have no time to 
engage in ideological or petty 
partisan fights. Our country 
needs us as one."

But still, there were out-
bursts.

Freshman Rep. Haley Ste-
vens, D-Mich., donned pink 
latex gloves and yelled well 
beyond her allotted one min-
ute, saying she was speaking, 
"not for personal attention 
but (to encourage you) to 

take this disease seriously." 
Much of what she said could 
not be heard above Republi-
can shouts. 

Numerous high-ranking 
Republicans called Massie in 
an attempt to persuade him to 
let the voice vote proceed, ac-
cording to a top House GOP 
aide. They included McCar-
thy and Rep. Mark Meadows, 
R-N.C., whom Trump has 
chosen as his new chief of 
staff. The aide spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to de-
scribe private conversations. 

Democratic leaders urged 
lawmakers who are willing 
and able to come to the Capi-
tol to do so. And members of 
both parties were clearly up-
set with Massie. 

"Heading to Washington 
to vote on pandemic legisla-
tion. Because of one Member 
of Congress refusing to al-
low emergency action entire 
Congress must be called back 
to vote in House," Rep. Peter 
King, R-N.Y., wrote on Twit-
ter. "Risk of infection and risk 
of legislation being delayed. 
Disgraceful. Irresponsible."

South Dakota GOP Rep. 
Dusty Johnson posted a self-
ie of himself and three other 
lawmakers from the upper 
Midwest traveling to Wash-
ington on an otherwise emp-
ty plane.

Friday's House session fol-
lowed an extraordinary 96-0 
Senate vote late Wednesday. 
The bill's relief can hardly 
come soon enough. 

Federal Reserve Chairman 
Jerome Powell said Thurs-
day the economy may well 
be in recession already, and 
the government reported a 
shocking 3.3 million burst of 
weekly jobless claims, more 
than four times the previous 
record. The U.S. death toll 
from the virus rose to 1,300.

It is unlikely to be the end 
of the federal response. Pelosi 
said issues like more gener-
ous food stamp payments, 
aid to state and local govern-
ments and family leave may 
be revisited in subsequent 
legislation.

The legislation will give 
$1,200 direct payments to 

individuals and make way for 
a flood of subsidized loans, 
grants and tax breaks to busi-
nesses facing extinction in an 
economic shutdown caused 
as Americans self-isolate by 
the tens of millions. It dwarfs 
prior Washington efforts to 
take on economic crises and 
natural disasters, such as the 
2008 Wall Street bailout and 
President Barack Obama's 
first-year economic recovery 
act.

But key elements are un-
tested, such as grants to small 
businesses to keep workers on 
payroll and complex lending 
programs to larger businesses. 

Policymakers worry that 
bureaucracies like the Small 
Business Administration may 
become overwhelmed, and 
conservatives fear that a new, 
generous unemployment 
benefit will dissuade jobless 
people from returning to the 
workforce. A new $500 bil-
lion subsidized lending pro-
gram for larger businesses is 
unproven as well.

The bill finances a response 
with a price tag that equals 
half the size of the entire $4 
trillion-plus annual federal 
budget. The $2.2 trillion es-
timate is the White House's 
best guess of the spending it 
contains.

The legislation would 
provide one-time direct 
payments to Americans of 
$1,200 per adult making up to 
$75,000 a year and $2,400 to 
a married couple making up 
to $150,000, with $500 pay-
ments per child.

Unemployment insurance 
would be made far more gen-
erous, with $600 per week 
tacked onto regular state job-
less payments through the 
end of July. States and local 
governments would receive 
$150 billion in supplemental 
funding to help them provide 
basic and emergency services 
during the crisis.

The legislation also estab-
lishes a $454 billion program 
for guaranteed, subsidized 
loans to larger industries in 
hopes of leveraging up to 
$4.5 trillion in lending to dis-
tressed businesses, states, and 

House passes $2.2T rescue package, rushes it to Trump
municipalities. All would be 
up to the Treasury Depart-
ment's discretion, though 
businesses controlled by 
Trump or immediate family 
members and by members of 
Congress are ineligible.

There was also $150 billion 
devoted to the health care sys-
tem, including $100 billion 
for grants to hospitals and 
other health care providers 
buckling under the strain of 
COVID-19 caseloads.

Republicans successful-
ly pressed for an employee 
retention tax credit that's 
estimated to provide $50 bil-
lion to companies that retain 
employees on payroll and 
cover 50 percent of work-
ers' paycheck up to $10,000. 
Companies would also be 
able to defer payment of the 

6.2 percent Social Security 
payroll tax. A huge tax break 
for interest costs and operat-
ing losses limited by the 2017 
tax overhaul was restored at a 
$200 billion cost in a boon for 
the real estate sector.

An additional $45 billion 
would fund additional relief 
through the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
for local response efforts and 
community services. 

Most people who contract 
the new coronavirus have 
mild or moderate symp-
toms, such as fever and cough 
that clear up in two to three 
weeks. For some, especially 
older adults and people with 
existing health problems, it 
can cause more severe ill-
ness, including pneumonia, 
or death.
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doing a great deal of research 
about what is required for the 
masks to be acceptable. 

Many local quilters have 
taken up the cause and are 
using the 100 percent cotton 
material they have on hand, 
Wright said.

The material must be 
washed before the template is 
used to cut the pattern, Wright 
emphasized. Because the 
masks are 100 percent cotton, 
if the material is not washed 
before it is sewn, the mask will 
shrink when it is washed.

As of Thursday, March 26, 
the volunteers have provided 
100 masks to Paris Health-
care, 20 masks to On the 
Tracks Café for employees 
who are providing deliveries 
or curbside service to cus-
tomers, 20 masks to Brook-
stone Estates, a local assisted 
living home, as well as masks 
given to family members who 
are on the front lines in the 
COVID-19 battle. So far, 280 
masks have been donated, 
Wright said.

Drake is sewing masks 
specifically for the Veteran’s 
Administration Hospital in 
Danville as well as by request 
for nurses who are working at 
Carle Hospital where quar-
antined patients are being 
treated. She has also provided 
75 masks for a Clinton, Ind., 
nursing home.

Finding the material hasn’t 
been a challenge yet, Brown 
noted, but finding elastic has 
been a real problem. 

“We’ve ordered it from on-
line companies but it has been 
backordered, although some 
is expected to be delivered 
today (March 26),” Brown ex-
plained.

Because of the shortage of 
¼ inch elastic, the volunteers 
have been using ½ inch elastic 
and folding it in two. Wright 
said they have also been using 
¼ inch cross grain ribbon and 
twill cords.

The masks are created to fit 
over the N95 surgical masks 
being used by healthcare 
workers who are testing for 
the COVID-19 virus or caring 

for those who are hospitalized 
with it.

“It’s just another layer of de-
fense for those who are taking 
care of us,” Drake explained. 

Brown urged farmers to 
search their stores.

“Because I guarantee you 
they have a box of N95 masks 
somewhere,” said Brown. 
“Donate those to our local 
healthcare workers.”

Farmers use the respirators 
and masks to protect them 
from dusts, silo gas, manure, 
welding fumes, pesticides and 
grain handling, among other 
chores, Brown said.

The N95 mask does not 
allow particles to go through 
it but is only supposed to be 
used for eight hours, Wright 
said. 

“We’re trying to help extend 
the life of the masks,” she said.

The seamstresses have 
found online and social media 
groups to compare notes with 
and improve their masks, 

Wright said.
“We spent a lot of time on 

our prototype to begin with 
because we wanted to do it 
correctly,” she said. 

Wright said Carhartt 
T-shirt material is perfect to 
make the masks. While asking 
the local farm supply store to 
donate shirts was discussed, 
in the end Brown contacted 
Carhartt and was able to work 
a deal to purchase material di-
rectly from the company at a 
significantly reduced rate.

The purchase was made 
possible through the Edgar 
County Community Foun-
dation, aided by Doug Hasler, 
Brown said.

If a local resident wants to 
help, Drake first urged them 
to look through their old sew-
ing supplies or boxes. 

“I bet there is elastic they 
could donate,” she said.

The project work would 
also move more quickly if 
volunteers would cut the ma-
terial — 16 inches by 8 inch-
es — so the seamstresses can 
concentrate on creating the 
masks. Wright said she pres-
ently washes and dries the 
material, then uses her quilt-
ing cutting mat to cut the ma-
terial into the correct size. She 
then moves on to sewing and 
completing the masks.

“We can put a kit together 
for people who want to cut 
the material for us,” Wright 
said. “That would be a tre-
mendous help.”

The project continues to 
take off as local residents who 
want to do anything to help 
while being home during this 
crisis get involved.

“This has gone amazingly 
well,” Brown said. “It never 
ceases to amaze me what peo-
ple from a small community 
like Edgar County accom-
plishes when there is a need,” 
he said.

For those who wish to do-
nate material or elastic, please 
contact Brown, Wright or 
Drake by private message on 
Facebook.

MASKS
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an adult or student tests pos-
itive for the virus, school is 
closed again,” Larson ob-
served. “You’d just be playing 
whack-a-mole with our chil-
dren’s learning.”

While some hold out hope 
the children will return to 
school, Larson is less than op-
timistic.

Activities such as prom, 
May Fete, graduation and the 
school musical as well as the 
entire spring sports schedule 
may not happen. Larson said 
no decisions on any of those 
activities have been made. 

“We’re just trying to take 
it one day at a time,” he said. 
“It’s no secret students learn 
better in school and a class-
room setting.” 

The superintendent praised 
the faculty in Paris 95, Crest-
wood and Paris High School 
for doing an outstanding job 
of preparing work for the stu-
dents to complete at home.

Larson said more guidance 
is expected from the Illinois 
State Board of Education and 

Governor J.B. Pritzker on 
Monday, March 30. 

“That’s when we believe we 
will know more,” he said.

When Illinois schools were 
ordered closed due to the 
spreading COVID-19 virus, 
Larson quickly realized many 
of the preschool through high 
school students in Paris 95 
depend on school breakfasts 
and lunches and are food in-
secure without them. Paris 95 
is 67 percent free and reduced 
lunches while Crestwood is 
about 37 percent. 

Paris 95 has been providing 
free breakfasts and lunches for 
all students in its preschool 
through eighth grade since 
the beginning of the school 
year through the Community 
Eligibility Provision (CEP), 
a non-pricing meal service 
option for schools and school 
districts in low-income areas. 

CEP allows the nation’s 
highest-poverty schools and 
districts to serve breakfast and 
lunch at no cost to all enrolled 
students without collecting 
household applications. In-
stead, schools that adopt CEP 
are reimbursed using a formu-
la based on the percentage of 
students categorically eligible 
for free meals based on their 
participation in other specif-
ic means-tested programs, 
such as the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) and Temporary As-
sistance for Needy Families 
(TANF).

Larson and Crestwood 
Superintendent of Schools 
Danette Young devised the 
program to support students 
while schools are closed. Paris 
95 is providing the manpow-
er and kitchen workers while 
Crestwood has been support-
ing the program with food.

The first week approxi-
mately 600 children initially 

PARIS 95
FROM PAGE 1A

Clinic patients and hospital 
outpatients should come alone 
if possible. One caretaker may 
be permitted with children and 

adults that require assistance. 
For more information or 

to ask questions, the public is 
encouraged to use one of these 
resources.  
For the most up-to-date 

information on COVID-19, 

follow the Horizon Health 
Facebook page. 
Also, visit the information 

hub at MyHorizonHealth.org/
coronavirus.
Call 217-465-8411, and 

ask for clinic advisory. 

HOSPITAL
FROM PAGE 1A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Public meetings are de-
veloping a new look in the 
COVID-19 era. 

The Edgar County Board 
met in special session Tues-
day, March 24, and board 
members practiced social dis-
tancing in courtroom 2 at the 
Edgar County Courthouse. 
Three board members sat at 
the conference table and the 
others scattered out on bench-
es in the room.

COVID-19 was the main 
purpose of the meeting as the 
board discussed dealing with 
employee leave and compensa-
tion in compliance with a new 
federal law starting April 2 

President Donald Trump 
signed the Family First Coro-
navirus Response Act earlier 
this month. The bill provides 
free COVID-19 testing, ex-
pands unemployment bene-

fits and grants a job protected 
three months of emergency 
leave during the pandemic. 
Employers are required to 
continue paying employees 
who are off by at least two-
thirds of their regular pay, 
but no pay is required during 
the first 10 days of such leave. 
Continuing to provide pay 
will result in the company 
earning tax credits. These pro-
visions are for someone who 
is off to care for a sick relative, 
or because they have a child at 
home following a school clos-
ing. 

The law does provide for 
two weeks of paid sick leave 
for anyone diagnosed with 
COVID-19 or placed in quar-
antine, but here is the rub — 
the law only applies to com-
panies with fewer than 500 
employees. Firms with more 
than 500 employees are ex-
empt from providing these 

benefits. Companies employ-
ing fewer than 50 people may 
file for an exemption.

“The provisions allow for 
an employee to be at home to 
care for a child at one rate and 
a different rate if the person is 
sick,” said board president Jeff 
Voigt, noting the different rate 
schedules present a confusing 
situation. “I think we should 
make it simple and keep pay-
ing employees at their current 
rate of pay.”

So far only one county em-
ployee has taken a leave of 
absence. The employee must 
be home during the day to 
care for her children since 
COVID-19 has closed schools 
and daycare centers. Neither 
the employee nor her family 
are ill. The lack of childcare is 
behind her decision.

It was noted the new federal 
law allows for the guaranteed 
leave to be taken at the em-

ployee’s discretion, and em-
ployers must grant it. 

Voigt said information from 
the Edgar County Health 
Department and the Edgar 
County Emergency Services 
and Disaster Agency, as of 
March 24, confirms that all 
COVID-19 tests so far ad-
ministered in Edgar County 
have come back with negative 
results. 

“There is one outstanding 
test that we don’t have results 
for,” said Voigt. “We have no 
active cases of corona virus, 
and we have had no deaths.”

Where possible, employees 
in the county offices are rotat-
ing work schedules to lessen 
the possibility of everyone 
getting infected at the same 
time. As a result, there are 
some days during the week 
when an employee may not 
work.

Edgar County Clerk and 

Recorder August Griffin ex-
plained how his office is work-
ing, even though it is techni-
cally closed to the public at 
this time.

“I’m working everyday from 
8 until noon,” said Griffin. 

Another person comes in 
at 12:30 p.m. to work until 4 
p.m., and there is some eve-
ning work going on as well. 

Griffin added the person 
taking family leave to care for 
her children is not on full leave 
as she comes into the office as 
she can to do her job.

“Trying to do my job and 
their job at the same time is 
difficult,” said Griffin, adding 
the office continues to func-
tion for filing deeds and other 
documents by using appoint-
ments. “We are trying to keep 
contact to a minimum and 
practice social distancing.”

Board member Dan Bruner 
agreed with Voigt’s position 

to continue paying employees 
and the measure passed unan-
imously with an understand-
ing to review the decision 
every two weeks to keep pace 
with the constantly changing 
coronavirus situation.

“In one, or three, or six 
months from now when this 
comes to an end, there is go-
ing to be a whole lot of catch 
up work,” said board member 
John Chittick. “If overtime is 
needed, I hope employees re-
member the county kept them 
on the payroll even though 
they were not working.”

Board members went into 
an executive session to discuss 
an employment issue. Upon 
coming back into regular ses-
sion, Voigt said board mem-
bers had no motions to make 
at that time, while anticipating 
the matter will be addressed 
again at the regular meeting in 
April.

County employees get paid leave during COVID-19 closings

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Both the federal and Illinois 
governments have extended 
the deadline for filing income 
taxes to July 15 instead of the 
normal April 15 date.

The idea is to provide some 
relief to people who are not 
working because of stay at 
home orders or are facing a 
layoff because of a slowdown 
in the marketplace. But here’s 
a question everybody should 
be asking: Is there a good rea-
son to put off filing?

“While every person’s situ-
ation is different, for the most 
part there is no reason not to 
file now,” said Marla Coffman, 
a CPA with Larsson, Woody-
ard & Henson. “You can still 
file, and you would want to if 
you are getting a refund. If you 
owe, you can file now and wait 
to pay until July 15.”

Coffman added there are a 
couple of reasons that might 
justify putting off taxes a bit 
for some people. She said it 
is uncertain if the proposed 
federal stimulus payments to 
individuals will be based on 
the 2018 or 2019 returns. At 
this time, she said accountants 
do not have a clear indication 
of how the proposed stimulus 
will look.

People who pay into an In-
dividual Retirement Account 
(IRA) may find it beneficial 
to wait since the tax deadline 
extension also means there 

is still time to make another 
IRA contribution for a tax 
credit. The caveat is the addi-
tional payment is allowable 
for credit only if one has not 
already maxed out the annual 
tax deduction for IRA contri-
butions. 

Coffman said the July 15 ex-
tension applies to all personal 
income tax, corporate tax or 
trust fund reports that were 
originally to be filed April 15. 
Illinois citizens who pay esti-
mated quarterly income tax 
must still make the scheduled 
April 15 payment to the Illi-
nois Department of Revenue, 
but the estimated quarterly 
payment due the Internal 
Revenue Service was pushed 
out to July 15.

As part of the financial sec-
tor, accounting firms are con-
sidered an essential business 
and employees are not subject 
to the shelter at home order. 

“Everyone is still working, 
but we are not doing face-to-
face meetings with clients,” 
said Coffman. 

The process now is clients 
may deposit any needed doc-
uments through a drop slot at 
the business and all commu-
nication is via telephone or 
email. There is also a secure 
web portal for handling some 
issues.

Clients, she said, are accept-
ing the changes and she has 
not encountered any concerns 
about the new filing deadlines.

New tax filing deadline may 
not be advantageous to all  

The new deadline does 
not make the workload 
any easier at a time of the 
year which is traditionally 
crunch time for accoun-
tants. 

Coffman is still busy and 
the staff is working as hard 
as possible to complete as 
many tax returns as they 
can. 

“We are also dealing 
with sick pay and extended 
family leave that is now in 
effect for our small busi-
ness clients,” said Coffman. 
“We are just trying to keep 
up to date with the chang-
ing information. We are 
trying to use Facebook and 
blog about the changes.”

She explained the Fam-
ily First Coronavirus Re-
sponse Act requires em-
ployers to continue paying 
people who must take leave 
for a coronavirus-related 
issue, are sick or must be 
quarantined or are required 
to obey a shelter at home 
order. Coffman said differ-
ent classes of pay and limits 
are part of the law.

“It’s definitely the em-
ployer’s responsibility to 
support all of this,” said 
Coffman. “In case they 
get audited, they will need 
something in the files like a 
doctor’s note or something 
confirming school was can-
celed if they apply for the 
tax credit.”

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Local seamstresses provided this stack of masks to donate to 
Horizon Health Friday, March 27, at the home of Brenda Wright. 
The local hospital and clinic began accepted the hand-sewn 
masks as local residents pitch in to help during the COVID-19 
crisis.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Brenda Wright, left, and Kathy Jo Drake, right, compare masks 
they are making to donate to Edgar County nursing homes, 
healthcare workers, assisted-living centers and Horizon Health 
on Thursday outside of Wright’s Blackhawk Subdivision home. 
Looking on is Kim Brown, center, who helped get the project 
started last weekend. There are 12 seamstresses at work in 
Edgar County making the masks.

signed up for food delivery, 
but that number quickly 
increased to 750 and then 
950. On Monday, March 
23, 1,350 students received 
a week’s worth of breakfast 
and lunches — not just for 
five days a week but all sev-
en days. More than 3,570 
meals were delivered in the 
Crestwood and Paris 95 
school district boundaries, 
providing seven days of 
meals — Monday through 
Sunday — for students. 

On Thursday, March 26, 
Eno Vitale and the Vitale 
family, owners of Joe’s Piz-
za, delivered an additional 
1,500 meals to students. 

“The Vitale family has 
been so very supportive of 
our children and schools,” 
Larson noted.

In addition, grab and go 
meals are available at Mayo 
Middle School as well as 
Memorial and Wenz Ele-
mentary Schools. 

The kitchen staffs at 
all three schools worked 
a day ahead to make the 
meals. Food supplies have 
not been problem so far 
but Larson said there is a 
shortage of paper lunch 
bags to package the food.

Originally Larson said 
he did not plan to provide 
meals during what would 
have been spring break for 
the district. 

“But I’ve changed my 
mind. We need to contin-
ue to provide these meals,” 
he said.

Larson is also looking to 
perhaps transition to pro-
viding some hot meals for 
the students. “They need 
something besides sand-
wiches,” he said. 

The hot meals will likely 
be delivered in individual 
foil carryout containers.
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Final pitch 
could be  
December 

NEW YORK (AP) — If 
the final pitch of the 2020 
baseball season comes 
closer to Christmas than 
Halloween, that’s fine with 
the players.

Major League Baseball 
owners ratified a 17-page 
agreement with the union 
on Friday in the wake of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
with players willing to ex-
tend the season as long as 
needed to cover as close to 
a full schedule as possible.

Even if it involves neu-
tral sites in warm-weather 
cities and domes. Even 
if it involves playing in 
empty ballparks. Even if it 
involves lots of day-night 
doubleheaders.

And if it means expand-
ing the playoffs from 10 
teams, fine.

“Players want to play. 
That’s what we do,” said 
union head Tony Clark, a 
former All-Star first base-
man. “Being able to get 
back on the field and being 
able to play, even if that 
means their fans are watch-
ing at home, but being 
able to play for their fans 
is something they’ve all 
expressed a desire and an 
interest to do, and to do so 
as soon as possible.”

The deal provides for 
$170 million in advanc-
es from salaries that total 
more than $4 billion and 
guarantees service time to 
players even if no games 
are played this year. That 
means Mookie Betts, 
George Springer, Marcus 
Stroman, Trevor Bauer and 
J.T. Realmuto remain on 
track for free agency next 
offseason.

This season was to start 
Thursday and Game 7 of 
the World Series was on 
track to be Oct. 28. With 
opening day postponed 
until mid-May at the ear-
liest, the final pitch could 
come as Frosty the Snow-
man starts popping up. The 
sides discussed a regular 
season extending into Oc-
tober and a postseason in 
November.

“We would play as long 
as we possibly could. Obvi-
ously, the weather becomes 
a challenge the later you 
get in the calendar year,” 
Clark said. “But we would 
do our best to play as many 
games as possible regard-
less of when we start.”

A bigger playoff field will 
be considered.

“Is this a year where try-
ing different things could 
be of benefit, and that is 
one of the things that in a 
one-year trial could be a 
benefit,” Clark said.

When the season can 
start is beyond the control 
of MLB and the union. If 
games are missed, players 
will receive prorated shares 
of their salaries.

“Each of the parties shall 
work in good faith to as 
soon as is practicable com-
mence, play, and complete 
the fullest 2020 champion-
ship season and post-sea-
son that is economically 
feasible,” the agreement 
says. There must be no le-
gal restrictions on mass 
gathering and travel, and a 
determination play “does 
not pose an unreasonable 
health and safety risk to 
players, staff or spectators.”

MLB agreed with the 
union to use “best efforts 

See BASEBALL, Page 10A
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Softball season slips away
Lady Tigers anxious to get on the field, but COVID-19 may force cancellation of schedule
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris softball team, 
along with every other high 
school, collegiate and pro-
fessional level sport has had 
its season, at the minimum, 
delayed until further notice. 
In accordance with the IHSA 
policies issued in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Lady Tigers are currently 
unsure of if they will have a 
season, one that was highly 
anticipated amongst the ath-
letes, coaches, fans and Paris 
community. 

“It is heartbreaking to see 
for the girls, especially when 
they have been chomping 
at the bit to get back on the 
field,” Softball Head Coach 
Jeremy Clodfelder said. “They 
have been waiting for this sea-
son all year. They have put in 
so much time and worked so 
hard every day.” 

The 2019 season yielded 

multiple records for the Paris 
softball team, including a 28-3 
record to pair with a Little Illi-
ni Conference championship. 
The group managed a batting 

average across the season of 
.415, 28 homeruns, 123 sto-
len bases, an earned run aver-
age of 1.84 and a .955 fielding 
percentage. The Lady Tigers 

poured 310 runs off of 334 
hits, of which 49 were doubles 
and 23 were triples. Of the 
745 batters that Paris faced, 
201 of them were struck out. 

With multiple girls return-
ing to the team, including 
four seniors, 2020 was ex-
pected to produce similar, if 
not more impressive results. 
On the team are four seniors: 
K. Mathews, Katrina Strow, 
C. Sapp, and S. Fox. 

“In about 36 hours every-
thing changed for us,” Clod-
felder said. “We found out at 
a practice and I stood there 
thinking ‘Is this the last time 
that some of these girls will 
be a Paris softball player?’ You 
know, its really hard.” 

The impact that the 
COVID-19 has made in the 
Paris high school communi-
ty is not limited to athletics 
though, with other future 
events being postponed or 
canceled as well. 

“Classes, prom, graduation, 
and so many other things in 
the school are affected by 
this,” Clodfelder said. “This 
has been felt by everyone and 
it is probably going to be felt 
for a while.” 

As of present, the IHSA has 
not canceled the Illinois high 
school softball season, elect-
ing to postpone it instead. 
The postponement leaves a 
glimmer of hope for Coach 
Clodfelder and the Lady Ti-
gers, who are hoping for some 
semblance of a season still to 
come. That uncertain picture 
could consist of an abbre-
viated season or one that is 
extended into the summer 
months. 

“Teammates, parents, 
grandparents and other fans 
are being robbed of not only 
games, but memories,” Clod-
felder said. “This impacts a 
ton of people and that is the 
shame of it.” 

Special to The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger junior softball player Kelsie Dosch takes batting 
practice with the help of her brother, Mayo baseball coach Colton 
Dosch. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris native and former Tiger basketball player Rodney Watson announced his retirement as a basketball coach earlier this 
week, ending his career as the University of Southern Indiana’s longest tensured men’s basketball coach.

Watson goes out a winner 
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

After 11 seasons at the helm of the 
University of Southern Indiana’s men’s 
basketball program, Paris native Coach 
Rodney Watson made the decision 
this past week to retire from coaching. 

“This is a day that we are both hap-
py for him (Watson) but also sad that 
we are losing such an amazing legacy at 
this university,” USI President Ronald 
Rochon said. “Coach you have been 
a friend, you have been a mentor, and 
you have been a teacher to our student 
athletes…I know that you will always 
have a home here at USI.”

Watson posted an overall career 
coaching record of 251-82 across his 
11 seasons with the Screamin’ Eagles, 
including a 141-59 mark in Great 
Lakes Valley Conference play. Most 
notably, Watson led the USI basketball 
team to its fourth NCAA Division II 
Midwest Region championship and 
the Elite Eight final four in 2018-19. 

Watson, a graduate of Paris High 
School where he played for Coach 
Lynn Curtis,  began his coaching ca-
reer at Coulterville High School, lead-
ing the team to its first regional cham-
pionship. 

From there he took over as the head 
coach of Madison High School where 
he won a regional and sectional cham-
pionship, ultimately leading to a door-
way to the collegiate level. 

The University of Nebraska-Omaha 
was the first landing spot for Watson 
in college basketball, where after two 
years he eventually made his way to 
Southern Illinois University. 

As an assistant coach with the Salu-

kis, Watson helped to guide the team 
across 21 seasons, with the last two 
seasons being spent as the associate 
head coach. Watson’s time at SIU in-
cluded 11 Missouri Valley Conference 
championships, nine NCAA tourna-
ment qualifications and six NIT tour-
nament qualifications. 

In his retirement speech, Watson 
thanked multiple individuals and 
groups that have supported him and 
the USI program across his time with 
the Screamin’ Eagles including athletic 
director Jon Mark Hall, faculty, admin-

istration, athletic support staff, coach-
es, students, and fans/boosters, as well 
as many others. 

“Most important are the young men 
that wore the red, white, and blue uni-
forms. Thank you for giving us so many 
great nights,” Watson said. “You are the 
reason that we coach and teach.” 

As close as the bond is between 
coach and athlete though, Watson gave 
special credit to his wife, Carol, and 
their four kids; Ashley, Zachary, Oliv-
ia, and Blake, who Watson described as 

Special to The Prairie Press

USI Coach Rodney Watson stands on the sidelines as the head coach of the 
Screamin’ Eagles. Watson announced his retirement from coaching earlier this 
week. Watson is a Paris native and a graduate of Paris High School.

See WATSON, Page 10A

Bears sign 
former  
All-Pro 
Graham

LAKE FOREST, Ill. 
(AP) — Jimmy Graham 
insisted he can become a 
dominant tight end again. 
And he looks forward to 
showing it in Chicago.

The Bears finalized a 
two-year contract with the 
former All-Pro and one-
year deals with six other 
players on Thursday.

The Bears hope Graham 
can rediscover the form 
that made him a star with 
New Orleans and Seattle 
before getting released by 
Green Bay two weeks ago. 
That would give them a 
huge boost at a position 
where they got little pro-
duction last season, and 
help boost an offense that 
ranked among the NFL’s 
worst.

“This opportunity is ev-
erything for me,” Graham 
said. “I take it extremely 
serious. I’m excited for us 
to get by this as a country 
so I can get back to work 
and march my way back up 
to the top, because I’ve al-
ways said, if I didn’t think I 
had the ability to dominate 
this league then I wouldn’t 
play anymore. 

“But I still believe that 
I have that ability and I’m 
going to take each and ev-
ery day and take each and 
every game to prove my-
self worthy of being on this 
team and I’m going to give 
them everything I got.”

The NFL has placed 
restrictions on travel and 
access to team facilities 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“This is kinda the first 
world event, to this mag-
nitude, since probably 
World War II,” Graham 
said. “A lot of people are 
struggling and a lot of peo-
ple are hurting as we just 
live day by day. And to go 
kinda through this, to see 
my second free agency 
period, just like everyone 
else is going through, it’s 
been completely different 
and just weird. As I think 
everyone here in America 

See BEARS, Page 10A
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(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

3 Specials, Fries3 Specials, Fries & Drink  & Drink   $6.00
Breaded Tenderloin Breaded Tenderloin   $3.25

 Fridays
Cod Fish Sandwich  $3.75 

Homemade Vegetable Beef and Chili
Pick up a Cup, Bowl or Quart!

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Sunday

In-Town Delivery 
Daily  11-7

Curbside Pickup
 Daily  11-9 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (61086). Standard S&H 
added per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/31/20. All purchases 
subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks
.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 
1-800-228-9872.  Photos exemplary of product advertised. 

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

Order Now 1.877.597.7536  |  OmahaSteaks.com/dinner215

Ask for The Butcher’s Bundle  61086ENZ

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

GET IT ALL
20 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!

First, though, it seems like-
ly that the investment world 
will finally calm down only 
when the health situation 
shows signs of containment 
– and this will inevitably 
happen, despite the grim 
reports we are seeing these 
days. As a country, we have 
the motivation, the will, the 
solidarity and the resources 
to defeat the coronavirus 
and its effects, despite the 
pain and trauma it is now 
undoubtedly causing. So, 
back to our original question: 
What should you do? Here 
are a few suggestions:

Remember why you’re 
investing. Given the market 
decline, you may be tempted 
to change your investment 
strategy. But keep in mind 
that your financial goals, such 
as a comfortable retirement, 
are longer-term than the shelf 
life of the coronavirus. These 
goals, not today’s headlines, 
should guide your decisions.

Re-evaluate your risk tol-
erance. The recent volatility 
provides a good test of your 
ability to weather short-term 
swings in your portfolio. If 

you’re having a hard time 
coping with these losses, your 
portfolio may be positioned 
too aggressively for your risk 
tolerance. If so, you might 
want to adjust your portfolio 
mix to include more fixed-in-
come securities, which can 
help provide more “down-
side” protection. However, 
this would also affect your 
long-term growth potential.

Look for buying opportu-
nities. 

Stocks are now at their 
most compelling values in 
more than a decade – in 
other words, there are plenty 
of compelling investments 
out there. 

You can find many 
high-quality investments 
at very good prices, so you 
may want to consider taking 
advantage of the opportunity.

These are trying times for 
all of us. But as an investor, 
you’ll help yourself greatly 
if you keep the situation in 
perspective, take a long-term 
view, evaluate your own risk 
tolerance and be receptive to 
new possibilities.

(Gregg A Whitkanack, 
CFP®, CLU®, AAMS®, 
is a financial adviser for 
Edward Jones.)

WHITKANACK
FROM PAGE 6A

to play as many games as 
possible, while taking into 
account player safety and 
health, rescheduling needs, 
competitive considerations, 
stadium availability, and the 
economic feasibility of vari-
ous alternatives.”

Players would consider 
waiving the rule against play-
ing no more than 20 days 
in a row. It remains unclear 
what the minimum number 
of games needed for a season 
would be.

“We haven’t discussed an 
exact number,” Clark said.

Players ratified the deal 
Thursday night. They would 
keep their salary advances if 
no games are played in 2020 
and waived their claim to ad-

ditional salaries if the season 
is scrapped.

MLB threatened to stop 
the amateur draft and inter-
national amateur signings, 
which account for about $400 
million in annual bonuses. 
Teams gained the right to 
cut the draft from its usual 40 
rounds to as few as five this 
year and as few as 20 in 2021. 
Signing bonuses for players in 
the draft and for internation-
al amateurs will be frozen at 
2019 levels through 2021.

“It is not ideal,” Clark said. 
“The players were committed 
to preserving entry in some 
form, which was quite differ-
ent than what was being rep-
resented from the other side.”

It remains unclear whether 
the All-Star Game at Dodger 
Stadium in Los Angeles will 
be played on July 14.

BASEBALL
FROM PAGE 9A

the true joys of his life. 
“First and foremost, I wish to 

thank my wife Carol for her love 
and support to make this coach-
ing dream a reality,” Watson 
said. “Far too often she raised 
four children with only one 
shadow cast upon them. For ev-
ery coach out there, I wish upon 
you the same wisdom, confi-
dence and encouragement that 
I received from my wife.” 

“On behalf of the USI ath-
letic department and the USI 
community, I want to say 
thank you to Coach Watson 
for his 11 years of great service 
to this university,” Athletic Di-
rector Jon Mark Hall said. “He 

has always put the academic 
success and well-being of his 
student-athletes first, all while 
winning a lot of basketball 
games. He has done the right 
things the right way.” 

Despite stepping away from 
the program as head coach, 
Watson has no plans to stay 
away from USI as a fan, citing 
that he will be able to be found 
in Section 111, Row 12 on the 
aisle at future games. 

“I am excited for the future 
of USI basketball,” Watson 
said. “With an outstanding 
group returning, the timing is 
perfect for a new voice, a new 
style and a new energy. I love 
the University of Southern 
Indiana and thank you for 11 
wonderful seasons.” 

WATSON
FROM PAGE 9A

BEARS
FROM PAGE 9A

and all across the world, 
every day for them is kinda 
weird, to see empty streets 
and to be at home trying to 
get through this.”

A five-time Pro Bowl se-
lection, Graham has 7,883 
yards receiving and 74 touch-
down catches in 10 seasons 
with New Orleans, Seattle 
and Green Bay. He spent his 
first five years with the Saints, 
when Chicago general man-
ager Ryan Pace worked in 
their front office. 

Pace had a hand in draft-
ing Graham even though he 
played only one season of 
football at Miami after four 

years on the Hurricanes’ bas-
ketball team. The Saints took 
him in the third round in 
2010.

Graham made the Pro 
Bowl in his second season 
and was an All-Pro for New 
Orleans in 2013 when he had 
1,215 yards and led the NFL 
with 16 touchdown recep-
tions. He had 447 yards and 
three touchdowns for Green 
Bay last season and was re-
leased two weeks ago by the 
Packers after two years.

He goes from catching 
passes from Drew Brees, Rus-
sell Wilson and Aaron Rodg-
ers to Mitchell Trubisky — or 
maybe Nick Foles, acquired 
from Jacksonville last week.

“Obviously that’s kind of 

one of the big stories this 
offseason is our quarter-
back room, but I’m excited 
to work with both of them 
and to see where I can help 
both of them and where 
we can all get on the same 
page,” Graham said.

The Bears announced 
one-year contracts with 
former Steelers corner-
back Artie Burns and for-
mer Dolphins and Chiefs 
safety Jordan Lucas. They 
also re-signed safety Deon 
Bush, defensive end Brent 
Urban, long snapper Pat-
rick Scales and quarter-
back Tyler Bray.

Chicago finished 8-8 
last season and missed the 
playoffs for the eighth time 
in nine years after winning 
the NFC North at 12-4 in 
2018.

“I see a team that’s hun-
gry,” Graham said. “I see a 
coaching staff that’s hun-
gry. And I see an owner-
ship that’s hungry. Chica-
go deserves a Super Bowl.”

NFL draft moving forward

‘Trotter 
Curly Neal 
dies at 77
BY JOHN MARSHALL
 AP Basketball Writer

Fred “Curly” Neal, the 
dribbling wizard who en-
tertained millions with the 
Harlem Globetrotters for 
parts of three decades, has 
died. He was 77.

The Globetrotters said 
Neal died in his home out-
side of Houston on Thurs-
day morning.

“We have lost one of 
the most genuine hu-
man beings the world has 
ever known,” Globetrot-
ters general manager Jeff 
Munn said in a statement 
on Twitter. “Curly’s bas-
ketball skill was unrivaled 
by most, and his warm 
heart and huge smile 
brought joy to families 
worldwide.”

Neal played for the Glo-
betrotters from 1963-85, 
appearing in more than 
6,000 games in 97 coun-
tries for the exhibition 
team known for its com-
bination of comedy and 
athleticism. He became 
one of five Globetrotters 
to have his jersey retired 
when his No. 22 was lifted 
to the rafters during a spe-
cial ceremony at Madison 
Square Garden in 2008.

Neal was a crowd fa-
vorite with his trademark 
shaved head, infectious 
smile and ability to drib-
ble circles around would-
be defenders. 

BY BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

An NFL draft handled re-
motely because of the coro-
navirus pandemic is the lat-
est twist to an event that has 
become as popular as any pro 
football happening short of 
the Super Bowl.

Roger Goodell alerted 
NFL teams in a memo this 
week that the dates of this 
year’s draft would remain 
April 23-25. The eight own-
ers who comprise the NFL 
Management Council Execu-
tive Committee unanimously 
endorsed moving forward as 
planned. There has been chat-
ter from some general manag-
ers about wanting it pushed 
back, and Goodell threatened 
disciplinary action against 
any teams publicly criticizing 
the decision.

So next month’s draft, 
originally set for Las Vegas, 
will have a pretty much un-
adorned look. And with club 
facilities shut at least through 
April 8 and likely for much 
longer, Goodell told the 
teams: “All clubs should now 
be doing the necessary plan-
ning to conduct draft opera-
tions in a location outside of 
your facility, with a limited 
number of people present, 
and with sufficient technolo-
gy resources to allow you to 
communicate internally, with 
other clubs, and with draft 
headquarters. 

“Needless to say,” he added, 
“we will be prepared to adjust 
to changed circumstances in 
the next several weeks, in-

cluding the prospect of clubs 
being able to resume even 
limited operations within 
their facilities.”

The draft will be televised 
and, given the scarcity of 
sports offerings, the ratings 
for this “selection meeting” 
could be impressive.

As is the history of the 
draft.

It began because Bert Bell 
had been burned and sought a 
way to get even. His creation, 
the NFL draft, has become an 
industry unto itself.

Bell owned the Philadel-
phia Eagles in 1933 and was 
hot to sign Stanley “King 
Kong” Kostka of the Minne-
sota Gophers. All collegians 
were free agents back then — 
college football was far more 
popular than the pros — and 
Bell saw the bruising full-
back/linebacker as a building 
block for his team.

But Kostka signed with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers; yes, that 
was a football franchise back 
then. Never mind that Kostka 
lasted one season in the NFL. 
Bell had a calling.

“I made up my mind that 
this league would never sur-
vive unless we had some sys-
tem whereby each team had 
an even chance to bid for tal-
ent against each other,” he lat-
er told The Associated Press.

With some negotiating and 
arm-twisting — Bell was so 
good at that he soon would 
become NFL commissioner 
— he persuaded owners of 
the other eight clubs to try 
a draft. The team with the 

league’s worst record would 
pick first and the rest would 
go in reverse order of their 
success in the standings.

On Feb 8-9, 1936, in a 
Philadelphia hotel owned by 
the Bell family, the draft was 
born. And guess who had the 
first selection: the 2-9 Eagles.

That they took halfback Jay 
Berwanger, the first Heisman 
Trophy winner, who played 
at Chicago University — yes, 
that was a college team back 
then — and couldn’t sign him 
was somewhat embarrassing; 
Berwanger chose to go into 
the “real world” where he 
could earn more money than 
the Eagles were offering.

Regardless, the draft was es-
tablished, with nine rounds, in-
creased to 10 the next year and 
to 20 in 1939, with this oddity 
in 1938 and ‘39: Only the five 
teams with the worst winning 
percentage in the previous sea-
son made selections in the sec-
ond and fourth rounds.

The number of rounds fluc-
tuated through the years, in 
part because of competition 
from the All-America Foot-
ball Conference in the 1940s, 
but also because college foot-
ball grew and more players 
were available. For a span of 
a dozen drafts, there even was 
a bonus pick to start proceed-
ings, with one team each year 
getting it until every team had 
gotten one.

When the AFL began in 
1960 and soon started pirating 
NFL players and hiding college 
seniors, the NFL moved its 
draft up from the spring.

Olympic 
qualifiers 
still in 2021

TOKYO (AP) — 
Good news for all those 
who have already quali-
fied for the Tokyo Olym-
pics: You’re in for 2021.

Olympic officials have 
confirmed that the 6,200 
or so athletes who had 
already punched their 
ticket for Tokyo will 
keep their spots for the 
rescheduled games next 
year.

The decision, agreed 
to by all the internation-
al sports organizations, 
resolves one of the key 
questions for marathon-
ers, open-water swim-
mers and hundreds of 
other athletes whose 
qualifying process came 
early in the 2020 sports 
calendar, before the coro-
navirus started shutting 
down sports across the 
globe.
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Of all the smelt I’ve 
smelt, I’ve never smelt 
smelt like them smelt 

smelt.
Lots of 

people in 
the Chica-
go-Gary 
area love 
to fish on 
ice along 
Lake 
Michigan’s 
shoreline 
in early 
spring. 

It’s long been a tradition 
to party and fry freshly 
caught smelt on the beach-
es. They’re a small fish that 
grow up to 10 inches long. 
In spring, like salmon, they 
run inland in large schools. 
Some sportsmen, wading 
surf, scoop them with nets.

However, this story’s 
opening statement isn’t 
referring to the delectable 
odor of fish frying in a pan. 
Quite the opposite. There 
are many foul odors that 
stink to high heaven. Dead 
fish is perhaps as bad as it 
gets.  Of course, sea gulls, 
buzzards and raccoons de-
light in eating fish, freshly 
caught or just as lip-smack-
ing, rotten as rotten can be. 
Putrid, fetid, malodorous, 
smelly, rotten enough to 
gag a maggot.

Lorie and Renee, back 
in their pre-grandma days, 
were two active mothers, 
athletic and right good 
looking in the twilight. 
Fun to be around. Good 
parents that they were, 
they decided one summer 
day to take their daughters 
to a state park to lollygag 
for half a day. The girls 
Lacy and Mary Jean, high 
school freshmen, were 
keen to join the recreation.

Not long after hiking a 
trail, the foursome agreed 
to rent a couple of paddle-
boats at a lakeside deck. 
Lori and Renee rode in a 
green one. Their daughters 
opted for white. They took 
off for open water in a 
frolicsome mood.  

The mothers paddled as 
hard as they could, build-
ing a lead. They enjoyed 
laughing and teasing the 
girls who couldn’t catch 
them. This only worked 
until the older gals soon fa-
tigued. The younger ones, 
in much better physical 
condition, and possessing 
better endurance, soon 
caught up and passed, 
returning the mockery.

Renee, at this point, with 
a sweeping motion of her 
hand splattered a large wave 
of water onto her daughter. 
Now it was the mother’s 
turn to laugh mockingly.

Naturally, when raucous 
play like this begins, there’s 
tit for tat. The moms fully 
expected the daughters 
to seek revenge in a water 
fight, but they were caught 
unprepared for what hap-
pened next.

Lacy and Mary Jean 
propelled themselves in a 
wide circle. Their moms 
failed to see what the 
daughters spied – a dead 
fish floating atop the water, 
belly up, pale in color. Lacy 
grabbed it and could barely 
form a grip because the 
fish, apparently a bloated 
bass, was so decayed it 
was about to break apart. 
It smelt like dead smelt 
smelt. Or like any dead fish 
smelt, for that matter.

When the white 
paddleboat completed a 
nifty u-turn, Lacy, a skilled 
softball player, lofted her 
arm and threw a strike with 
the dead fish. It smacked on 
top of her mom’s head and 
spurtled a gooey, frag-
mented mass of decayed 
fish parts. To worsen the 
terrible stench, a cloud of 
maddening black gnats 
swarmed around and onto 
Renee’s head like honey-
bees on nectar.

Dead 
fish do 
stink

See CODGER, Page 2B
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As the COVID-19 
Pandemic turns our world 
inside out we’re becoming 
experts at 
reading 
bell curve 
distribu-
tions and 
popu-
lation 
maps. It’s 
become 
important 
and life 
changing 
to us. 

A popular meme circu-
lating shows two students 
at the back of a classroom 
with blackboards full of 
equations and graphs. 
They’re whispering, “Like 
we’ll ever use this in real 
life.” And here we are with 
those equations and graphs 
essential to understanding 
how the virus is spreading

Spotting infectious out-
breaks relies on intuition 
and visualization tools. 
News of the COVID-19 
outbreak was first an-
nounced by ProMED, 
a low-budget volunteer 
network of journalists and 
health professionals. The 
group has a superior track 
record having identified 
the new novel coronavirus 
outbreak in Wuhan on Dec. 
30, several days before the 
World Health Organization 
was aware it existed. 

ProMED was estab-
lished as a reaction to the 
1994 Ebola outbreak. They 
use old fashioned legwork 
of seasoned journalists 
feeding tips to  volunteer 
epidemic professionals. 
They’ve been first to break 
the news on all recent 
epidemics.

 Epidemic modeling 
originated with John Snow, 
who was born in 1813. He 
was a doctor and researcher 
at heart. 

He believed diseases 
had some pest causal 
agent when the science 
community still believed 
diseases came from bad air 
and climate conditions. Be-
tween 1831 and 1854 tens 
of thousands of Londoners 
died of cholera. Snow want-
ed to find the source. 

In that era, citizens used 
common wells in city 
squares for their homes. 
Snow made a map plotting 
the home of each person 
who became sick. Mark-
ing with ink bubbles he 
soon had a map with dots 
clustered around the Broad 
Street Pump. He declared 
it the source of contami-
nation. The well was shut 
down and the outbreak 
stopped. Eventually they 
traced the source to a 
woman who had washed 
her sick baby’s diapers in 
the well. 

Today infection maps are 
a standard tool.

Infectious diseases are 
caused by organisms spread 
from person to person. 
The sources are bacteria or 
viruses. COVID-19 is just 
the newest novel coronavi-
rus in a line of contagions 
traceable back to the 
earliest clustered human 
populations. 

We always have infec-
tious diseases circulating. 
A spike in cases is an 
epidemic, fortunately 
seldom reaching pandemic 
levels. When it does society 
is changed. Pandemic de-
scribes an infection spread-
ing at exponential rates 
across multiple countries. 

The word comes from 
the Greek “pan,” meaning 
all, plus “demos,” mean-
ing people. It involves 
death among all-people. 
We’ve experienced other 
pandemics in history. The 
World Health Organization 
declared COVID-19 a 
pandemic on March 11.

 Pandemics are caused 
by a novel infectious agent 
which is new and capable 
of spreading rapidly. Being 
new means antibodies and 

Plagues 
shaped 
history

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A male lion rests in the shade of an acacia tree. It does not show well but on the right side of the photo is the partially con-
sumed carcass of a zebra.

Namibia is a world apart
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

My wife and I had an adventure, and 
perhaps the trip of a lifetime in Febru-
ary, when we traveled to Namibia – a 
country in the southwestern part of 
Africa. 

We visited our son who is currently 
living in Namibia while conducting 
field research for his Ph.D. dissertation. 
He has been in Namibia off and on for 
the prior six years and loves his time 
there.

To put things in perspective, Namib-
ia is approximately the size of Illinois 
and Texas combined so it is a big place, 
and we saw only a small swath through 
the central part of the nation. The coun-
try has a small population of 2.5 mil-
lion, which is slightly less than Chicago.

There is not space here to discuss all 
the key points of the nation’s history or 
its government, but some facts are im-
portant to know. Namibia was the site 
of the first genocide and concentration 
camp of the 20th century. As a German 
colony, the German military waged a 
brutal campaign between 1904 and 
1908 to crush efforts by the local peo-
ple seeking freedom.

The first Allied victory of World War 
I occurred in Namibia. After the war 
started, a military force from the British 
colony of South Africa went north and 
captured the capital city of Windhoek. 
The League of Nations made Namibia 
part of South Africa after the war and an 
uneasy arrangement existed, including 
open rebellion, for the remainder of the 
20th century. Conflict stopped in 1990 
when the United Nations declared 
Namibia an independent nation and 
South Africa acquiesced.

Visiting Namibia can challenge the 
American worldview. For example, a 
major intersection in the Windhoek 
business district is Independence Ave-
nue and Fidel Castro Street. Namibians 
honor Castro as a man dedicated to 
freedom and liberty because he pro-
vided pilots for Soviet supplied MiG 
fighters to counter South Africa’s air su-
periority. The U.S. backed South Africa 
in that proxy war. 

North Korea is not a pariah state 
as far as the Namibian government is 
concerned and North Korea built the 
national museum in Windhoek. China 
has a much stronger presence in Na-
mibia than the U.S. 

China uses a different approach 
toward foreign aid in the developing 
world. Rather than tying foreign aid to 
loans, China uses its engineering and 
construction expertise, along with con-
struction companies and equipment to 
build needed infrastructure like roads, 
bridges and official buildings. There 
is a long-standing practice in Namib-
ia of letting Chinese nationals move 
into small towns to start general stores 
called China Shops by the locals.

On a much bigger scale, China owns 
and operates at least three uranium 
mines and two gold mines between 
the coastal resort of Swapkomund and 
Windhoek. This arrangement concerns 
some Namibians, especially since the 
depressed prices for uranium resulted 
in the mines dismissing large numbers 
of Namibian workers while retaining 
Chinese employees to keep the mines 
operational. 

Some American cultural influence 
is visible. Kentucky Fried Chicken is 
the most popular fast food in Namibia 
and that is followed by Wimpy’s — a 
California hamburger chain. Coca-Co-
la and its subsidiary Fanta are widely 
available. Doritos, Snickers, M&Ms 
and some other American brands are 
found in the gas station/convenience 
stores and the grocery stores, but they 
compete with similar products from 
the United Kingdom and South Africa.

We had occasion to go into grocery 
stores two or three times on the trip 
and they look like American supermar-
kets with well-stocked shelves, a variety 
of brands and plenty of fresh produce. 
A few things did stand out to the Amer-
ican eye. While the stores are air condi-
tioned, the front doors are left open and 
security guards make sure everyone 

leaving has a receipt. The other thing is 
cartons of eggs are stacked on the floor 
and not in coolers.

Apparently, the idea that eggs must 
be refrigerated is an American thing.     

One of the oddest examples of 
American culture bleed over was at 
the Village Café in Swapkomund. It is 
a colorful, eclectic place that is as much 
dining al fresco as it is sitting inside. We 
stopped for breakfast one morning and 
the music playing over the sound sys-
tem was an unusual blend of Motown 
classics and what sounded like Ameri-
can country and western tunes — not 
being a country music fan, I did not rec-
ognize the songs.

Windhoek is a modern city with a 
blend of multi-story buildings and sur-
viving colonial architecture. Remove 
the palm trees and downtown Wind-
hoek looks much like any small Ameri-
can city. It is the governing, educational 
and financial center for the country.

One of Namibia’s key attractions is 
Etosha National Park, about a day’s 
drive north of Windhoek. Keeping to 
the big scale of Namibia, the park is 
about the size of New Hampshire. All 
of Yellowstone, Glacier, Grand Canyon 
and Smokey Mountains national parks 
can fit inside Etosha with Edgar County 
thrown into the mix and still have room 
left over.

We stayed at the Etosha Village, lo-
cated a kilometer outside one of the 
park gates. Accommodations are com-
fortable bungalows with plumbing and 
air conditioning cut into the bush and 
the lodging price includes breakfast and 
dinner. Our first night there we wanted 
to stretch our legs before dinner and 
took a walk on the long gravel road 
leading from the main highway to the 
village. 

During our walk, three zebras came 
out of the brush, stood on the road and 
stared at us as we stared at them. Finally, 
they snorted and finished crossing the 
road. 

We made two drives into the park. 
The first was in the small Honda sedan 
my son has for getting around. Roads 
in the national park are wide but that 
is about all that can be said for them. 
Road construction consists of using a 
road grader to scrape away the thin soil 
covering the hard surface underneath.

His car did OK under the rough 

driving conditions until we were about 
15 kilometers from the gate where wa-
ter covered a low spot in the road. We 
had already encountered some muddy 
areas and realized that spot required 
four-wheel drive. The next day’s trip 
was in a four-wheel drive Toyota bak-
kie (pickup truck) with three rows of 
open seats in the back. The half-day 
safari drive is available through Etosha 
Village for an additional fee.

Middle to late February is summer 
in Namibia, and it’s the rainy season. 
Most years rainy season is a misnomer 
but the country was getting rain during 
our visit, which everyone welcomed as 
it broke a multi-year drought. My son 
had never seen the country so green, 
and that had an influence on the an-
imals in the park. The wildlife was fa-
voring the natural waterholes back in 
the bush that were refilling instead to 
the manmade holes supplied by wells 
near the roads.

Still, we did see numerous iconic 
African animals with a variety of an-
telopes, wildebeest, ostriches, black-
backed jackals, lions and in the distance 
giraffes and a rare sighting of a rhinoc-
eros. It was somewhat topsy-turvy with 
the animals as on previous trips my son 
experienced giraffes and elephants at 
almost every turn but this was the first 
time he saw a lion. 

We did not see any elephants. It was 
the time of year the elephants move to 
the west side of the park, but that’s not 
where we were. The driver of the safari 
truck did point out a fresh pile of ele-
phant dung in the road so at least one 
was around. 

Our next lodging was the Sasa Safari 
Camp, roughly near the town of Outji. 
It is approximately 1,200 meters above 
sea level with an incredible view over a 
14 kilometer-wide valley. Our host said 
Sasa is a Damara word meaning peace-
ful, and it was every bit of that. 

The guest rooms are attached to the 
owner’s home. The rooms are small 
and equipped with indoor plumbing. 
I found them comfortable, but since 
Sasa is totally off grid and dependent 
on solar power the rooms do not have 
big energy consuming devices like tele-
visions, microwaves, air conditioning 
or an abundance of lights. The best 
time to shower is in the late afternoon 

See SULLIVAN, Page 2BSee NAMIBIA, Page 7B

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Namib Desert is believed to be the oldest desert on the planet, and the dra-
matic dune formations meet the South Atlantic.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Katakombe Restaurant & Café in Windhoek specializes in the traditional foods  
in rural villages. Clockwise from top, mutete, a rehydrated type of spinach that 
is gritty with sand; mahangu, a sticky porridge eaten with the fingers and dipped 
into sauces; free-range chicken; oshigali, bean soup or bean paste; omatangala, 
goat tripe stewed with vegetables; and mopane salad, which is an innovation of the 
restaurant since mopane worms are not normally served as part of a salad.
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Renee smelt like garbage 
and gagged, fighting the urge 
to upchuck.

“I’ve gotta get home and 
shampoo,” Renee declared.

“You’re riding with your 
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immunity do not exist. 
Pandemics are rare but 

cause lasting changes to 
society. The Spanish Flu of 
1918 is still the most deadly 
pandemic in history, killing 
100 million people. While 
Spanish Flu caused the 
largest death toll number, 
earlier pandemics eliminated 
half the world population in 
their time.

Plagues have ravaged hu-
manity, changed the course 
of history and ended entire 
civilizations. About 5,000 
years ago an epidemic wiped 
out an entire region in China. 
In northeast China, villages 
dispersed literally overnight. 

Archeological excavations 
have uncovered houses that 
were stuffed full of bodies 
and set on fire. The remains 
include both sexes and all 
ages. Whatever happened 
killed so fast communities 
could not deal with the 
bodies. Those who survived 
abandoned the villages. It 
must have looked like a con-
centration camp with bodies 
stacked like cords of wood.

The Plague of Athens 
during the Peloponnesian 
War of 430 B.C. ended Athe-
nian Rule. As Sparta sieged 
Athens, the citizens retreated 
behind the walls leading to 
overcrowding and a lack of 
good sanitation. Historians 
wrote people in good health 
were suddenly attacked by 
violent heats in the head, 
redness and inflammation in 
the eyes, with the throat be-
coming bloody and emitting 
a fetid breath. It was most 
likely typhoid. Soon Sparta 
defeated Athens to take con-
trol of Greece.

The Antonine Plague in 
165 A.D. began the end of 
the Roman Empire. Soldiers 
returning from war against 
Parthia brought back more 
than normal spoils, and their 
smallpox exposure killed 
more than 5 million, causing 
increased instability. A 
plague-weakened Rome was 
unable to suppress barbarian 
invasions and the growing 
popularity of Christianity.

Less than 100 years later 
Italy was again subjected 
to the Plague of Cyprian, cen-
tered in Carthage. At its peak, 
5,000 people were dying 
every day in Rome. There are 
mass graves from this plague 
with bodies covered in lime 
to disinfect and accelerate 
decomposition.   

Cyprian wrote “The 
bowels, relaxed into a 
constant flux, discharge the 
bodily strength …“, which 
medical historians regard a 
description of cholera as the 
likely cause of the pandem-
ic. Suffering back-to-back 
pandemics pushed Europe 

into the Dark Ages lasting for 
1,000 years.

The Middle Eastern Byz-
antine Empire was destroyed 
by the Plague of Justinian in 
541. It was bubonic plague’s 
first worldwide appearance, 
and it continued to reoccur 
across Europe. 

From 1346 to 1353 Europe 
suffered its worst episode of 
“the Black Death,” which is 
bubonic plague and transmit-
ted by fleas from rodents to 
humans. It’s called the Black 
Death because the bacteria 
infects the lymph nodes 
turning them black. 

In 10 years, the Black 
Death wiped out 60 percent 
of the entire European pop-
ulation. 

The old system of serfdom 
ended because labor was now 
in short supply. Wealthy no-
bles were forced to pay peo-
ple for their labor and supply 
them with better food or the 
former serfs simply went to 
another landowner offering 
better working conditions. 

The Black Death made 
its last major appearance in 
London during 1665. That 
summer it wiped out 15 
percent of London. To add 
to the devastation, the Great 
Fire of London started Sept. 
2 and burnt most of the city. 
It took years to rebuild.

The New World was 
subjected to the Cocoliztli 
epidemic in 1545. It killed 15 
million in Central America 
with a form of typhoid, 
causing a high fever, dehydra-
tion and gastrointestinal 
problems. Europeans also 
brought diseases for which 
Native Americans had no 
immunity. By some estimates 
90 percent of the native pop-
ulation was killed, primarily 
by smallpox.

Diseases helped Spanish 
forces conquer the Aztecs 
and the Incas. In both cases, 
the Aztec and Incan armies 
were devastated by disease 
and unable to withstand the 
Spanish forces.

Recent pandemics to hit 
America include a polio 
epidemic in 1916 and then 
Spanish Flu appeared in 
1918. More recently we have 
been seeing new pandem-
ics threats about every 10 
years. We’ve skirted Asian 
Flu, AIDS, Swine flu, Ebola 
and Zika. Increasing world 
population and travel are 
creating ripe conditions for 
new infections. 

Let’s hope early mea-
sures to flatten the curve for 
COVID-19 are successful.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris area residents an-
swered a call for blood Mon-
day, March 23. The scheduled 
Red Cross blood drive collect-
ed 77 units and 14 more peo-
ple tried to donate but tested 
too low on iron to do so.

The coronavirus created 
a problem for blood banks 
across the country as college 
campuses and other public 
facilities closed. Blood supply 
was reaching a critically low 
level. The Red Cross stressed 
giving blood was an essential 
service and added additional 
precautions to the already es-
tablished protocols in place 
to prevent the transmission 
of disease at a public blood 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL —  A unique 
fundraiser is underway to help 
two-year-old cancer victim 
Journey Campton of Mat-
toon. 

She has been diagnosed 
with a yolk sac tumor in her 
entire lower pelvis region that 
has wrapped around her spine. 
The cancer has also spread to 
both lungs, esophagus and 
lymph nodes. Her parents are 
desperately reaching out to 
hospitals all over the country 
seeking treatment, even ex-
perimental. 

A way people can help is 
by donating gently worn, new 
and used, shoes between April 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Retired 
Teachers’ Association is ex-
tending the deadline until 
May 1 to apply for the ECRTA 
education scholarship due 
to the difficulties posed to 
applicants by the closing of 

Used shoes can help 
young cancer victim

Blood draw successful
drive.

Caroline Martin, Steve Cur-
tis, Sarah Wells, Jessica Pitts 
and Caleb Pitts were first-time 
donors at Monday’s blood 
drive.

Rodger Allen’s donation put 
him at the 10-gallon level.

Brookstone Estates and 
Monical’s supplied the can-
teen. Local volunteers helping 
the Red Cross workers were: 
Vicki Wilson, Carla Wimsett, 
Bev Weger and Nancy Engle-
bright.

Paris Lions Club members 
Dan and Velda Vice, Norman 
Wilson and Brad and Sharon 
Cash assisted with setting up 
and taking down equipment.

The next blood drive at the 
KC Hall is April 27.ECRTA deadline moved

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DANVILLE — Par-
is resident Harold Henson 
is among those attending 
Lakeview College of Nursing 
in Danville or Charleston who 
earned a scholarship for the 
spring 2020 semester.

Henson received the Don 
and Donna Longer Scholar-
ship. He attends Lakeview's 
Charleston Campus.

Lakeview College of Nurs-

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Getting together for public 
programs may be on hold for 
some time, but there are still 
options for learning and shar-
ing ideas.

The University of Illinois Ex-
tension is doing a free, live gar-
dening webinar 10-11:30 a.m., 
March 30. Extension educator 
Grant McCarty will provide 
information about some of the 
newer vegetables and grains 
that have shown up as food 
trends in recent years. Some 
of the plants included in the 
discussion are broccoli rabe, 
cheddar cauliflower, Okinawan 

the schools. Interested 
students can call or email 
teachers and ask them to 
email them their recom-
mendations if school is not 
back in session by then. 
Email recommendations 
will be accepted under the 
circumstances. 

Extension garden 
webinar is March 30

sweet potato and microgreens.
McCarty will also review 

what can and can’t be grown 
in an Illinois summer garden 
while focusing on produce 
that can be eaten fresh or made 
into sauces. For more infor-
mation and to register visit 
https://web.extension.illinois.
edu/registration/?Registra-
tionID=22110

Extension educator Mary 
Liz Wright noted people fol-
lowing the shelter-in-place 
order can take advantage of 
the time by planning a garden, 
ordering seeds or starting seed-
lings from stock already on 
hand.

Henson earns Lakeview 
nursing scholarship

ing Scholarships are made 
possible by generous dona-
tions to the College's schol-
arship endowment fund. 
Scholarships are awarded 
based upon criteria estab-
lished by the donor as well 
as the financial need and/
or academic merit of each 
applicant.

Lakeview College of 
Nursing offers a bachelor 
of science in nursing de-
gree. 

head out the window,” was 
Lorie’s answer. “Further-
more, when you shower, 
your head must be leaning 
outside the bathroom 
window.”

That’s exactly what hap-
pened. Renee shampooed 
three times before ridding 
herself of the pesky gnats, 
not to mention the worst 
odor she’d ever smelt in her 
entire life. She also soaped 
and rinsed to complete 
the most thorough shower 
she’d ever enjoyed.

(Allen “Big Al” Engle-
bright is a retired schoolteach-
er and storyteller. Contact 
him at The Prairie Press, 101 
N. Main, Paris, Ill., 61944.)

1 and June 1 at the Marshall 
Fire Protection District 
Ambulance Service, 914 
Ash Street. Funds20rgs 
will issue a check based on 
the total weight of shoes 
collected. 

Fund20rgs sends the do-
nated shoes to micro-en-
terprise partners in the 
developing world who in 
turn sell the shoes as a way 
to feed, clothe and shelter 
their families. 

For more information 
about the shoe drive, or 
other ways to help the 
Campton family, contact 
Cheyenne Wilson, 217-
251-6767, or ed0018@
hotmail.com.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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ATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTIONATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTION
Beginning Thursday, March 19, Pearmans Pharmacy will be offering drive-thru, curbside delivery, or home delivery. The staff will be on 

hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. by telephone or at the drive-thru. Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.
For those who may need fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., 

please call the store for a screening.
Walk-ins at the Paris Clinic Pharmacy will not be available beginning

 Thursday, March 19. The pharmacy will offer delivery and curbside pick-up.
 Call 465-4114 for orders or questions. Curbside pickup will be on the west side

 of the hospital. The doors will be locked but the pharmacy has
 received permission to bring orders to customers.

Beatrix Potter visits library
BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com

On March 10, in the downstairs 
meeting room of the Paris Public Li-
brary, 35 people saw a remarkable ex-
hibition by Debra Ann Miller regarding 
the adventures of Beatrix Potter, the 
creator of the Peter Rabbit stories. 

Miller’s personification truly rep-
resented the writer and artist and she 
used a bit of archaic English language to 
enhance her performance. The program 
introduced the audience to a bit of Pot-
ter’s pictures and stories and then went 
on to tell about Potter’s life, including a 
surprising tale of a grandfather eating 
snails as he strolled the gardens.  

Beatrix Potter was born in London, 
which was not her favorite place, and 
loved to explore the countryside when 
she had a chance to make her escape 
from London. Miller also explained as 
a growing girl, Potter found the com-
mon people were more interesting to 
visit with than some of her elite family 
members.

Some of Potter’s first drawings were 
of the animals she kept in the school-
room of her home. There were rab-
bits, hedgehogs, frogs and mice. Mill-
er showed the audience several of the 
sketches of these animals during her 
presentation. One sketch depicted one 
of the bats Potter’s brother kept for her. 

“The Tale of Peter Rabbit” was an 
outgrowth of a letter Potter sent to 
Noel, a sick son of her former govern-
ess Annie, in 1893. Before the story be-
came a success, Potter had a scientific 
paper presented to the Linnean Society 
about the germination of fungi spores 
in 1897. She was not allowed to present 
the paper because she was not a gentle-
man and women were not supposed to 
do such things. 

The author was quite a naturalist 
and that enhanced the scientific writ-
ings and drawings as well as her stories 
about the animals around her. Potter 
later borrowed the letter sent to the sick 
boy and expanded it to become a little 
booklet for children. 

Potter self-published the story in 
1901. When 200 copies sold she pub-
lished another 200. The Frederick 
Warne publishing company finally took 
interest in 1902, but before agreeing to 
a deal, Potter stipulated the book must 
use colored illustrations.

The Warne edition was so successful 
it had to be reprinted six times, selling 
50,000 copies. They were small books 
so a child could hold them and eventu-
ally Potter wrote 27 other stories about 
the pets she loved so much. 

She even had a head for business and 
made stuffed rabbits to go along with 
her books. These were registered at the 
Patent Office.

Potter liked to stay with her uncle 
and fell in love with Hilltop Farm in the 
Lake area of Northern England. Her 
parents were besides themselves with 

what their daughter chose to do and 
disapproved of her messing with the 
wildlife and flora she loved so well. 

Potter used a secret code to record 
her data to prevent her parents from 
interfering with her writing and her life. 
At one time when Potter was recover-
ing from a sickness, they were surprised 
to see her out in the pigsty drawing a 
pig.

At the end of the performance, Mill-
er held a question and answer session. 
She used modern American language 
which brought the audience to realize 
she was presenting facts about her life 
as well as Potter’s. She said the coded 
journal Potter used was not found and 
decoded until 1958. She also related as 
Potter grew older she had the feeling 
that time went by faster and faster. 

Potter was engaged to Norman 
Warne, one of her publishers, but he 
died of leukemia before the marriage. 
She married William Heelis when she 
was 47 years old. He definitely was a 
kindred spirit who approved of her 
works and was also her solicitor.

As Potter grew older she bought Hill-
top Farm and several other farms in the 
High Country. She developed an in-
terest in Hardwick sheep and the wool 
they produced and became the first 
woman president of that sheep associ-
ation. During World War I, an airplane 
plant was erected near her farm, which 
she disliked because the airplanes fly-
ing overhead disrupted the peace of her 
sheep. That was solved when a storm 
ruined the plants buildings and hangers 
and the Royal Air Force did not rebuild. 

Despite her fame as a children’s au-
thor, Potter liked children from a dis-
tance. She was apprehensive about 

children walking on her stone fences 
because they might disturb the moss 
and flora growing on them.

At her death in 1943, Potter left sever-
al thousand acres to the National Trust 
to insure the natural setting. Hilltop is 
being renovated and many tourists now 
visit the village near that farm.

Miller became interested in present-
ing plays about famous women in histo-
ry while attending college. This portray-
er of the fine arts writes her own scripts 
and makes her own costumes, which is 

Equal work, pay and life
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s landmark opinions on women’s rights shifted American law

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

From her lively questions 
to her scathing legal writing to 
her black velvet dissent collar 
she wears to indicate her disap-
proval of an opinion, Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg has built her career 
on the fight for women’s rights.

Before her days as a judge, 
she acted as general counsel 
for the American Civil Liber-
ties Unionn (ACLU), where 
she argued over 300 gender 
discrimination cases — six 
before the Supreme Court — 
and cofounded the ACLU’s 
Women’s Rights Project. As 
a civilian, Ginsburg earned a 
reputation as a dogged advo-
cate for gender equality. As a 
judge — first during 13 years 
as a U.S. Court of Appeals 

judge then during 25 years as a 
Supreme Court Justice — she 
has built upon that legacy.

Though she had a lifelong 
interest in gender equality, she 
was warned that to pursue a le-
gal career that hinged on fight-
ing discrimination against 
women was a nonstarter. 

“The concern was that if 
a woman was doing gender 
equality, her chances of mak-
ing it to tenure in the law 
school were diminished,” she 
told the New York Times’ 
Philip Galanes in 2015. “It was 
considered frivolous.”

Nevertheless, since being 
appointed Associate Justice by 
President Bill Clinton in 1993, 
Ginsburg has authored nearly 
200 opinions — and broken 
new ground for gender equali-
ty in the United States.

EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER LAW 
Ginsburg took advantage 

of prior civil rights rulings on 
race — and male plaintiffs — 
to help illustrate why the Su-
preme Court should end gen-
der discrimination. Many of 
her cases hinged on the Four-
teenth Amendment’s Equal 
Protection Clause, which 
provides that people shall be 
equally protected by U.S. laws. 
Through a barrage of smaller 
cases, she chipped away at dis-
criminatory laws.

But it was Reed v. Reed, a 
1971 case for which Ginsburg 
wrote the plaintiff ’s brief, that 
relied on the 14th Amend-
ment. A minor, Richard Lynn 
Reed, known as “Skip,” died 
and his mother wanted to be 
designated as administrator of 
his estate. Sally and her hus-

band, Cecil Reed, had separat-
ed. Despite Sally filing a peti-
tion first, Cecil’s application 
was automatically approved 
because of an Idaho statute 
stating, “males must be pre-
ferred to females,” when there 
was more than one qualified 
person available to administer 
someone’s estate.

Ginsburg argued this vi-
olated the Equal Protection 
Clause. The Supreme Court 
unanimously agreed and 
struck down the Idaho statute. 
It was the first time the Court 
had ever applied the Equal 
Protection Clause to a law that 
discriminated on the basis of 
gender.

DISCRIMINATION HURT MEN TOO
Another case that hinged 

on gender discrimination 

and government benefits was 
Frontiero v. Richardson. The 
1973 case was the first Gins-
burg argued before the Su-
preme Court. When a woman 
in the U.S. Air Force applied 
for benefits for her dependent 
husband, she was told she had 
have to prove he was a de-
pendent, even though men in 
the Air Force did not have to 
prove their wives were depen-
dent on them.

In an amicus brief, Gins-
burg used the statute to argue 
that gender-based discrimi-
nation hurt men, too. “Why,” 
she asked the Court during 
oral arguments, “did the fram-
ers of the 14th Amendment 
regard racial [discrimination] 
as odious? Because a person’s 
skin color bears no necessary 

See GINSBURG, Page 4B
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Actress Debra Ann Miller portrays Beatrix Potter, with props that show drawings 
and a plush Peter Rabbit to the group of 35 people at Paris Library.

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

“The Tale of Peter Rabbit,” published in 
1902, was a major success for F. Warne 
and Company, selling more than 50,000 
copies and launching Beatrix Potter’s 
career as a children’s author and illus-
trator. The book has sold worldwide and 
never gone out of print.

See POTTER, Page 4B
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Since the opening of 
the first modern Olympic 
Games in 1896, the inter-
national sports competi-
tion has only been canceled 
three times: once during 
World War I (1916) and 
twice during World War 
II (1940, 1944). Until the 
2020 COVID-19 outbreak, 
which postponed the Sum-
mer Olympic games for a 
year, the Olympics weath-
ered politically charged 
boycotts and two separate 
terrorist attacks without 
being canceled or post-
poned during peacetime. 

The 1916 Olympics 
were supposed to be host-
ed by the German Empire, 
which had built an impres-
sive 30,000-seat stadium 
in Berlin for the event. But 
with the outbreak of war 
in 1914, and the eventual 
involvement of so many 
nations who sent athletes 
to the Olympics, the 1916 
games were scrapped. 

1920: GERMANY DISINVITED
The 1920 games in An-

twerp, Belgium, were the 
first in which a nation was 
actively disinvited. Germa-
ny was blamed for starting 
World War I, and even 
though the country was 
under a new government 
— known as the Weimar 
Republic — Belgian, and 
later French Olympic offi-
cials banned German ath-
letes from participating in 
both the 1920 and 1924 
Olympics. 

Twenty years after the 
canceled 1916 games, Ger-
many was again due to host 
the Olympics in 1936, this 
time under the Nazi flag. 
In America, a coalition of 
Jewish and Catholic groups 
called on the U.S. Olympic 
Committee to boycott the 
games, but was ignored by 
the committee president 
Avery Brundage, a pro-
fessed Germanophile.

WORLD WAR II LEADS TO 
CANCELLATIONS

The last time the Olym-
pics were canceled was 
during World War II. The 
1940 summer and win-
ter Olympics were both 
scheduled to be held in 
Japan, the first non-West-
ern country to host the 
games, but Japan forfeited 
its rights in 1937 when it 
went to war with China. 
The 1940 games were ini-
tially rebooked for Helsin-
ki, Finland, in the summer 
and the German town of 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen in 
the winter, but finally can-
celed in 1939 with Hitler’s 
invasion of Poland. 

London was supposed 
to host the 1944 summer 
Olympics, but those were 
summarily canceled due 
to the ongoing war. Same 
for the 1944 winter games 
in Cortina d’Ampezzo, 
Italy. London eventually 
hosted the 1948 games but 
banned German and Japa-
nese athletes from partici-
pation. 

Since its inception in 
1894, the International 
Olympic Committee has 
claimed to be an apolitical 
and neutral body with 
the mission to promote 

Olympics 
disrupted
Games previously 
only delayed by 
war and terrorism

See OLYMPICS, Page 4B

If we remain too serious 
for too long, we tend to 
look ahead with a morbid 
feeling 
about 
what is 
going to 
happen. 
Of course, 
we don’t 
really 
know for 
sure, but 
life goes 
on one 
way or 
another.

 I try to think of the 
times of the past when 
our family was growing 
up and things took a turn 
toward a supposed serious 
event. Sometimes an event 
considered ordinary and 
halfway serious turns out 
to tickle our fancy. 

During our camping 
trips when Rosie and I 
and our girls were on the 
first day of one of those 
marvelous adventures, 
we always anticipated 
three things going wrong 
because we knew then it 
was OK to look forward to 
the rest of the trip. 

It might be a scenar-
io something like this: 
When we got to the end 
of our lane one of the girls 
knocked on the window 
between the truck and our 
slide-in camper and said 
we forgot the dog’s leash. 
That was number one. 

When we got to Paris 
Rosie asked me if I shut 
off the mail yesterday, and 
when we finally got out of 
town we noticed we hadn’t 
bought any stuff to keep 
the stool fresh. That was 
when the crinkles of my 
forehead quit wrinkling 
and I said, “You know it’s 
time to laugh.”

Those three little things 
didn’t spoil our trip 
because we stopped and 
went back up the lane 
and got the jim-dandy 
dog leash for our poodle. 
When we finally got to 
town I stopped at the post 
office and shut off our 
mail. The third problem 
we solved when got to our 

We all 
need to 
lighten up 
a little bit  

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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where available

relationship to ability. Similar-
ly...a person’s sex bears no nec-
essary relationship to ability.”

A plurality of the Supreme 
Court found the benefit pol-
icy violated the Constitution 
and argued that, because of 
the United States’ long history 
of gender-based discrimina-
tion, the court should use a 
strict standard of judicial scru-
tiny for laws that used sex as a 
classification.

RIGHT TO EQUAL BEER?
In Craig v. Boren, a 1976 

case, Ginsburg took a round-
about road to protecting 
women’s rights by arguing 
that women should not be al-
lowed to purchase beer at an 
earlier age than men. The law 
in question was an Oklahoma 
statute that allowed women to 
purchase low-beer at age 18 

but forbade men to purchase 
it before they turned 21.

Ginsburg filed an amicus 
brief on behalf of the ACLU, 
honing in on the old-fash-
ioned gender stereotypes em-
bodied by the law. The court 
agreed, determining for the 
first time that laws that hinged 
on sex should pass intermedi-
ate scrutiny — a standard of 
judicial review that hinged on 
whether the law was related 
to a legitimate governmental 
objective. 

WOMEN ON JURIES
In 1979, Ginsburg argued 

Duren v. Missouri, a case in 
which a Missouri man ac-
cused of murder argued he 
could not get a fair trial be-
cause of a law that made jury 
service optional for women. 
She told the court that such 
exemptions did not just make 
the jury pool unfair; it deval-
ued women’s contributions to 

juries.
The Court agreed 8-1 and 

held the underrepresentation 
of women on local juries was 
due to their exclusion from 
the jury selection process. 
“Exempting all women be-
cause of the...domestic re-
sponsibilities of some women 
is insufficient justification for 
their disproportionate exclu-
sion,” the court ruled.

EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK
Ginsburg had argued for 

equal rights for women as 
an attorney. As a Justice, she 
argued just as eloquently 
from behind the bench, 
even setting the stage for 
groundbreaking legislation. 
In Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire 
& Rubber Co., Lily Ledbetter 
sued her employer for what 
she alleged was discriminato-
ry pay. 

Though she started out at 
the same salary as her male 

coworkers, by the end of their 
tenure at Goodyear, she made 
thousands less a year than 
other men at her job. Ledbet-
ter claimed this was because 
of discriminatory employee 
evaluations and sued Good-
year based on Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
which holds that covered em-
ployers cannot discriminate 
on the basis of gender, and the 
Equal Pay Act.

The case hinged on wheth-
er Ledbetter had the right to 
sue years after the alleged dis-
crimination took place. The 
5-4 majority held that she did 
not file her claim in a timely 
manner. But Ginsburg and 
three of her colleagues dis-
agreed. 

In her 2007 dissent, which 
she read from the bench (a 
rare move for any justice), she 
argued the Civil Rights Act’s 
180-day time limit should not 
apply in the case of discrimi-

natory pay since gender-based 
discrimination can happen 
gradually.

“A worker knows imme-
diately if she is denied a 
promotion or transfer,” said 
Ginsburg. “Compensation 
disparities, in contrast, are of-
ten hidden from sight.”

This cramped interpreta-
tion of the law, she argued, was 
incompatible with the law’s 
purpose concluding, “The ball 
is in Congress’ court.” 

Congress took up Gins-
burg’s battle cry. In 2009, Pres-
ident Obama signed the Lily 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which 
amended the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 to reset the statute of 
limitations on equal-pay law-
suits with every paycheck.

A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO CHOOSE
Throughout her time on 

the Supreme Court, Ginsburg 
has stood firm on a woman’s 
right to have an abortion. In 

her 2016 concurrence to the 
Whole Women’s Health v. 
Hellerstedt opinion, in which 
the Court ruled that Tex-
as cannot restrict abortion 
services that unduly burden 
women who seek an abor-
tion, she delivered a rousing 
defense of a woman’s right to 
choose.

She did so alone. No other 
justice signed on to her con-
currence, in which she wrote 
that many medical proce-
dures, including childbirth, 
are far more dangerous than 
abortion and said that the 
Texas law restricting abor-
tions was, “beyond rational 
belief.” The law, “cannot sur-
vive judicial inspection,” she 
wrote in the scathing docu-
ment. 

The verdict was seen as a 
victory for women’s reproduc-
tive rights, and another exam-
ple of Ginsburg’s staunch de-
fense of women.

GINSBURG
FROM PAGE 3B

fitting for the great author and 
scientist that she represented. 
She is planning in the near fu-
ture to visit Hilltop Farm, the 
setting for the home that Potter 
loved so well. 

Prior presentations have 
portrayed Jane Austen, Mary 
Todd Lincoln, Elizabeth 
Browning and Dolly Madison. 
Miller has acting experience 
of more than 30 years and 
has been touring the country 
through the Friends of Library 
Program. 

She definitely brought to life 
by her use of vocal inflections 
and gestures a very believable 
Beatrix Potter.

POTTER
FROM PAGE 3B

first campground.
Many times Rosie asks 

me, “What are you frowning 
about?” and I usually answer 
her by saying something stu-
pid like, “I am not frowning. 
I am just vertically exercising 
my forehead which makes me 
think better.” 

She usually doesn’t believe 
me and replies, “You look 
prettier when you let go and 
smile.” I don’t know if that is a 
compliment or a dig because I 
have to think of all the ramifi-
cations of a male being called 
beautiful. 

I am a little skeptical of that 
term when I let my hair get a 
little long and Rosie asked me 

if she needs to curl the hair 
above my ears. That is almost 
as insulting as when Rosie 
asks me to do a mundane task 
of getting the lid off a jar of 
pickles or canned tomatoes. 
I absolutely have to do it be-
cause I must retain my image 
of being manly and strong. 

I don’t mean strong 
smelling, but many times I 
am guilty of that and under 
odor armor doesn’t seem to 
help. I will huff and puff and 
sound like Miss Piggy to get 
the stupid lid off those said 
containers, and I will even 
threaten to go out to the barn 
to get the plumbing pliers. 

It is really bad when I can’t 
get a lid open because Rosie 
will say, “Give me that jar.” 
She joyfully skips over to the 

sink and runs some hot water 
on the lid and then gives it 
a thump on its bottom and 
then as the can opens she 
says, “Sometimes you have 
to use your brain, too.” Then 
I am ready to go to the barn 
and do something that takes 
real muscle power or go out 
to the pasture and start taking 
out fence. 

Maybe that is my way 
of getting things done that 
require actually working. 

Anyway, everybody let’s 
lighten up when times get 
tough and we can’t get the 
lid off.    

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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international peace and un-
derstanding through sport. 
But critics like David Gold-
blatt, professor of history at 

Pitzer College and author of 
“The Games: A Global History 
of the Olympics,” point to nu-
merous times when Olympic 
officials turned a blind eye to 
violent human rights violations 
in order to ensure the games 
went on. 

TERRORISM AND THE GAMES
Even one of the darkest 

chapters of Olympic history 
didn’t lead to a cancellation of 
the games. In 1972, an armed 
band of Palestinian terrorists 
attacked the Israeli compound 
at the Olympic Village in Mu-
nich, Germany, killing two 
Israeli athletes and holding an-
other nine hostage. In the ensu-

ing standoff, all nine remaining 
Israeli athletes were murdered. 
Instead of calling off the Mu-
nich games, Olympic officials 
continued the competition af-
ter a two-day suspension. 

The 1996 summer games 
in Atlanta, Georgia, were also 
allowed to go on after a home-
made bomb exploded during 
a free concert in Centennial 
Olympic Park. Two people 
died in the early-morning blast 
and more than a hundred were 
injured, but only a few hours 
later, the president of Atlan-
ta’s Olympic organizing com-
mittee said, "The spirit of the 
Olympic movement mandates 
that we continue."

OLYMPICS
FROM PAGE 3B

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

A special display in the Paris Public Library accompanies the 
one-person performance about the life of Beatrix Potter by 
highlighting some of the children’s stories Potter wrote. 

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?



SATURDAY,  
MARCH 28, 2020 5B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Churches hold drive-in services 
In the time of coronavirus, pastors gather their congregations in a socially safe and fashionably retro way

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

When it came time to pass 
the peace Sunday at Pathway 
Baptist Church, Senior Pastor 
Mike Donald did not hesitate.

“Everybody, wave to the 
right,” Donald said.

In response, the hundreds of 
people at the Calvert Drive-in 
Theatre in Calvert City, Ky., 
turned to their right and waved 
to the people sitting in the cars 
next to them.

There was a smattering of 
honks in place of applause be-
tween songs like “Power in the 
Blood” and “Victory in Jesus” 
and some prolonged blasts to 
express appreciation for Ken-
tucky Gov. Andy Beshear and 
the owners of the theater. Wor-
ship leaders bundled in winter 
coats stood six feet apart from 
each other beneath the blue 
awning, and a deacon in a yel-
low safety vest led prayers.

“What a sight,” Donald said 
as he looked out across the 
cars parked at the theater. The 
church later counted 134 in 
aerial photos. “The church has 
left the building.”

The Calvert Drive-In The-

atre has hosted two weddings 
and a number of concerts, 
Donald said.

But it had not hosted a 
church service until March 22 
when Pathway Baptist Church 
— like so many others across 
the United States — was 
forced to get creative amid so-
cial distancing precautions put 
in place to slow the spread of 
COVID-19, the disease caused 
by the novel coronavirus.

Some drive-in theaters — a 
fad in the 1950s but more re-
cently seen as novelties — are 
reporting a swell of popularity 
during the pandemic as people 
look for entertainment that 
gets them out of their houses 
but also keeps them a safe dis-
tance from others.

And Bob Kemp-Baird, 
pastor of the Daytona Beach 
Drive-in Christian Church 
in Daytona Beach, Fla., told 
Christianity Today he has been 
getting questions from church-
es across the country interest-
ed in bringing the past to their 
present situation.

“Churches are trying to find 
any way they can to gather 
people together,” Kemp-Baird 

told the evangelical Christian 
magazine.

“They’re really feeling from 
their congregants, ‘we want to 
come together to worship, but 
we recognize the health risks. 
So what do we do?’”

Congregations from a vari-
ety of denominations in Ken-
tucky, Texas, Washington and 
Minnesota are among those 
taking the drive-in approach 
at their churches, encouraging 
members to park their cars on 
church property and tune in to 
the service — broadcast on a 
low-frequency transmitter — 
on their radios.

And at least one Roman 
Catholic priest in Maryland 
has even set up a drive-through 
to hear parishioners' confes-
sions — what some on Twitter 
have jokingly termed a dash-
board confessional.

Donald admits drive-in 
church is not a new idea.

He grew up in Fort Lauder-
dale and remembers church-
es meeting at drive-ins in the 
1970s, he said. He is familiar 
with drive-in churches like 
Kemp-Baird’s in Florida or 
Robert Schuller’s since-closed 

drive-in church in Southern 
California that once boasted 
the tagline, “Come as you are 
in the family car.”

That gave him the idea to 
reach out to the Calvert Drive-
In Theatre.

Calvert City is a small town, 
and, he said, “Everybody 
knows everybody around 
here.” That includes the owners 
of the popular theater, where 
Pathway was already planning 
a family night for the fall.

Historically, churches never 
have run away in fear but, rath-
er, have found ways to gather, 
Donald said.

Like many pastors across the 
country, he had livestreamed 
a service the weekend before 
from a church conference 
room for congregants to watch 
safely at home.

“There's still something to 
be said about being in the vi-
cinity, in the presence of anoth-
er believer, and we experienced 
that,” said Donald. “That's 
what we experienced that day. 
Even though there were car 
windows that separated us, 
we were gathered as a body of 
Christ.”

Donald said Pathway hopes 
to meet at the drive-in again 
this coming Sunday but will 
change those plans as needed. 
The church is paying close at-
tention to guidance from Gov. 
Beshear, who, Donald said, is 
doing a great job.

Paula Harrington's husband, 
John, runs the Calvert Drive-
In Theatre. His 108-year-old 
grandmother, Evelyn, built the 
theater with her husband in 
the 1950s and still owns it, she 
said.

Harrington, a children’s 
minister at a Church of Christ 
congregation in nearby Pa-
ducah, said they’ve always 
talked about hosting a church 
service at the theater.

They never imagined it 
would be under these circum-
stances.

Harrington said they 
thought it was neat when Path-
way asked to use the drive-in 
for its service this past Sunday.

But they started to ques-
tion their decision to make 
the theater available to the 
church after hearing about an-
other church in Kentucky that 
had continued to meet after 

the governor recommended 
all churches in the common-
wealth cancel services.

The comments online about 
the church were negative, she 
said. One visitor at the church 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
They worried something sim-
ilar might happen if people 
didn’t stay in their cars and re-
spect social distancing during 
the drive-in service.

Then Beshear was asked 
during his daily updates on the 
commonwealth’s response to 
the coronavirus about church-
es planning to host drive-in 
services.

“I believe that this is a cre-
ative solution as long as there 
is the distancing between 
those cars,” he said. “Again, we 
want to see creativity. We want 
to see ways we can continue 
to connect. But they have to 
make sure they follow that 
guidance.”

To Harrington’s relief, Ken-
tucky’s commissioner of pub-
lic health concurred with the 
governor on live TV.

After that, she said, they 
were really excited.

See DRIVE-IN, Page 6B

REACHING OUT TO MEMBERS ONLINE

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of the Lake Ridge Christian Church praise band share their talents during a recorded service uploaded online 
Sunday, March 22. Since the shelter-in-place order in Illinois, churches like Lake Ridge as well as churches throughout East 
Central Illinois are now offering a portion or all of their services or masses online or on Facebook Live. The services or Bible 
study sessions are meant to connect members of congregations to each other and the church.

Do readers ever find 
themselves forgetting 
things? Ever walk into 

a room 
and then 
think, 
“What did 
I come 
in here 
for?” Ever 
go to the 
store and 
realize the 
shopping 
list is at 
home? Or 

worse, the money? It hap-
pens to all of us, doesn’t it? 
Can I be honest? I almost 
forgot I was to write the 
Pastor’s Perspective col-
umn for this week’s paper.

Now, I understand in 
recent years people have 
become more and more 
concerned about the caus-
es and impact of mem-
ory loss, dementia and 
Alzheimer’s and I certainly 
am sensitive to those who 
have experienced this or 
have watched a loved one 
experience this. I have 
seen this firsthand in some 
of the people I have minis-
tered to over the years, but 
that’s not really what I am 
talking about here.

It may be that I’m not 
really talking about mem-
ory loss as much as I am 
talking about our ability 
to fail to pay attention, or 
to fail to listen or to fail to 
comprehend. I don’t know 
how many times in the Bi-
ble we read the same thing 
but in different settings, or 
different contexts.  

I have wondered some-
times if God hasn’t pref-
aced his words with this 
phrase, “If I said it once, 
I’ve said it a thousand 
times.” I know my mom 
said that once or twice 
while I was growing up.

Things I find God re-
peating are like, “I am the 
Lord your God. There is 
no other,” or, “Be holy, as I 
am holy.” It’s been claimed 
that God throughout the 
Bible says 365 times, “Do 
not be afraid.”  

Now I’ll confess, I’ve 
not counted them so I 
don’t know if it’s truly that 
many, but I know he says it 
enough that he means it. I 
also know he means what 
he says when he only says 
it once.

Yet another thing he 
says and demonstrates 
in the most amazing way 
possible is that he loves 
everyone of us, and he 

Repeating 
the Bible’s 
message is 
important

See PASTOR, Page 6B
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Worshiping  together online

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris First Christian 
Church of the Nazarene, 
921 Shaw Avenue, is spon-
soring a drive through Eas-
ter Egg hunt 10 a.m., Satur-
day, April 4, at the church. 
The public is invited to 
drive up to the church for 
a bag of eggs and gift for a 
child.

Drive- 
through 
Easter 
Egg hunt

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Saturday, March 21, Rab-
bi Barry Leff turned on his 
iPad on the kitchen counter 
of his Mercer Island, Wash., 
home, clicked on the Zoom 
video app and begin to 
livestream a modified Shab-
bat service for members of 
his Herzl-Ner Tamid Syna-
gogue.

The very notion of a vir-
tual Shabbat service for this 
750-household conserva-
tive synagogue seven miles 
from Seattle is uncharted 
territory. But at a time when 
most if not all U.S. syna-
gogues are shuttered due to 
the coronavirus, it has be-
come a reality.

“This is a big change for 
us,” Leff said. “But urgent 
times call for urgent mea-
sures.”

While many Jewish 
congregations have lives-
treamed Shabbat services 
for years — mostly for the 
benefit of shut-ins — few 
have ever conducted ser-
vices without an in-person 
minyan, a quorum of 10 
Jews necessary to recite cer-
tain prayers. The very idea 
of a virtual service is foreign 
to many Jews, and to some, 
prohibited.

Before deciding what to 
do, Leff met with the con-
gregation's ritual commit-
tee several times and pored 
over opinions from Conser-
vative Judaism’s Committee 
on Jewish Law and Stan-
dards.

He supports livestream-
ing Shabbat services from 
the synagogue’s sanctuary 
where a group of Jews are 
gathered in person, and he 
said he has seen how much 
comfort it can offer elderly 
people who cannot make 
it to synagogue. But under 
normal circumstances, he is 
not in favor of an all-virtual 

Coronavirus 
and Shabbat

See TRADITIONS, Page 6B

“And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not ne-
glecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.”

—Hebrews 10:24-25

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

From the earliest days of the church, 
Christians have found comfort in their 
gatherings to pray and worship together.

Whether meeting in secret in the 
Roman Catacombs or in a fellow be-
liever’s home, Christians have always 
seemed to find a way to gather togeth-
er — even as they were persecuted for 
their beliefs.

COVID-19 and the shelter-in-place 
order from Illinois Governor J.B. Pritz-
ker has offered a new challenge for 
churches large and small.

How do Christians and the church 
stay connected to members and serve 
their needs?

The answer — even the smallest 
churches have found — is through 
technology, whether it is simply up-
loading on their website or Facebook 
page the week’s sermon by the church 
pastor or elder, providing a short Bi-
ble study and prayer or providing an 
entire worship service including mu-
sic, prayer, scripture and a sermon or 
homily.

At Lake Ridge Christian Church 
— which has utilized the Internet as 
part of their church outreach for some 
time — there is a three-part approach 
to serving their membership and those 
who attend the Paris church.

According to Pastor Nate Alexan-
der,  the plan at Lake Ridge begins at 10 
a.m. and concludes at 11:30 a.m. each 
Sunday and provides for children, tra-
ditional worship and finally an entire 
contemporary service.

Beginning at 10 a.m. Lake Ridge’s 
children’s minister Christian Michels 
lead a music and teaching time. At ap-
prximately 10:15 a.m. for 15 minutes, 
a traditional worship is provided, fol-
lowed by the hour-long service, com-
plete with communion.

“We encourage those participating 
to have the items to be used for the 
elements ready before the service,” Al-
exander said — usually small pieces of 
bread or cracker and grape juice. 

While some might find a do-it-your-
self communion at home a bit unorth-
odox, Alexander emphasized the early 
Christians provided their own commu-
nion elements and made use of whatev-
er was available.

“We pray over them (elements),” 
Alexander said. “The idea is to remem-
ber. Not many will have unleavened 
bread in their homes. We want them as 
a family, a couple or alone to celebrate 
together. We may not be in one anoth-
er’s presence, but we are in each home 
in spirit with each other.”

While many watch the services on 
their phones or tablets, Alexander said 

many families streamed the service on 
the home’s television set for a more in-
timate experience.

While technically the service is not 
being streamed live — Lake Ridge 
Worship Leader Spenser Carrell up-
loads it and makes it available begin-
ning at 10 a.m. Sundays — the services 
also are available all week. “Some are 
unable to be with us during the allotted 
time Sunday morning, so they watch 
Sunday afternoon or evening,” he said.

Youth minister Alicia Cater is also 
trying to fill the void of the weekly 
morning Bible study which was pre-
viously meeting at 7:30 a.m. each 
Wednesday at Betty Jane’s Kitchen. the 
group included teens from Lake Ridge, 
First Baptist Church and Bell Ridge 
Christian Church.

Special to The Prairie Press

Lake Ridge Christian Church worship leader Spenser Carrell sings during the 
Sunday, March 22, online worship service. The service is part of athree-part plan by 
the church to serve chidlren, those who seek a more traditional worship and those 
members and friends who prefer a contemporary worship service.

See SERVICES, Page 6B
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CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

2016 Ford F-150
XLT

$31,850

2016 Ford F-150
XLT

$24,998

2015 Ford F-150
XLT

 $25,998

2017 Toyota Prius
V Five

$21,487

2014 Ford Focus
Titanium

$9,887

 2018 Ford Fusion
SE

$19,475

101 N. Central Ave. 217-921-3216
Paris, IL, 61944 (F) 217-921-3309

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

22298 N. Hwy 1  • Marshall, IL
FOR SALE BY OWNERFOR SALE BY OWNER

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
approx. 1700 sq. ft., fireplace, 2 car 

attached garage, basement, new 
flooring, new furnace

Call (217) 826-3100 to view this home

$750BASE FEE

60,000 CASES

5 IllInoIS oFFICES

PlUS FIlInG FEE

SInGlE CH7

PAYMEnT PlAnS

ILLINOIS’ LARGEST BANKRUPTCY
ONLY LAW FIRM

We are a debt relief agency. We help
people file for bankruptcy relief under

the Bankruptcy Code.

WWW.BCYHELP.COM

OSTLING &
ASSOCIATES

FREE ConSUlTATIon

345-2525
Toll FREE 844-593-4203Lars Eric Ostling

“It is just so thinking out-
side the box, and that's what 
the church really needs to 
do. Even though change is so 
scary, it is imperative that we 
kind of shift with the times 
just in order to meet people's 
needs,” Harrington said.

During Sunday’s service at 
the Calvert Drive-In Theatre, 
Donald said he was asked if 
Pathway would still be col-
lecting an offering.

DRIVE-IN
FROM PAGE 5B

“I said, ‘Are we going to 
have a Baptist meeting?’” he 
said.

The church set out buckets 
for people to drop off their 
tithes, as well as a specially 
marked bucket for people to 
drop off donations to sup-
port the 87 restaurant work-
ers who depended on tips in 
Calvert City now that restau-
rants were closed.

The pastor is not sure how 
much they have raised yet — 
they will not touch the mon-
ey for 72 hours to be safe, he 
said.

Donald preached on the life 
of Joshua, who led the people 

of Israel through uncertain 
times into the Promised Land 
after the death of Moses.

“Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor 
be dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherev-
er you go,” God tells Joshua in 
the Bible.

The pastor urged the car-
bound congregation to be 
courageous and to be the light 
to the world, to check on their 
neighbors in the midst of sim-
ilarly uncertain times and find 
ways to be generous.

He ended his message with 
what normally would be an 
altar call.

service.
The coronavirus pandemic 

has presented particular chal-
lenges to Jewish congregations, 
especially on Shabbat, a time 
when many Jews — and espe-
cially Orthodox Jews — avoid 
using electronic devices be-
tween sundown on Friday and 
sundown on Saturday.

On Shabbat, a majority of 
Orthodox synagogues across 
the world will go dark. Shabbat 
is a time of rest and renewal, 
and these Jews will keep the 
prohibition on electrical devic-
es and appliances. (Many Or-
thodox Jews set a timer before 
Shabbat to turn the lights on 
and off and keep the refrigera-
tor going.)

Conservative, Reform and 
other more liberal Jewish 
streams are more flexible. This 
week, many Jewish leaders 
have raced to provide online 
services and resources to cele-
brate Shabbat and ease the so-
cial isolation of those sheltering 
at home.

“The whole Jewish commu-
nity has pivoted on a dime,” 
said Cyd Weissman, vice presi-
dent of innovation and impact 
for Reconstructing Judaism, a 
small liberal stream of Judaism. 
“All the norms, expectations 
and plans we’ve had have been 
turned upside down. We’re in a 
topsy-turvy world.”

Weissman helped produce a 
Virtual Shabbat Box for mem-
bers of her own Jewish tradi-
tion, as well as anyone else who 
wants to celebrate Shabbat at 
home. The online page features 
a video for a new handwashing 
prayer, a six-minute spoken 
word meditation and a podcast 
with several Jewish rabbis — all 
intended to help Jews connect 
to their faith in the absence of 
services or communal gather-
ings.

Many others are providing 
livestreamed services from 
empty sanctuaries — or from 
the comfort of rabbis' homes.

Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie 
of New York's Lab/Shul, said 
his congregation has used 
livestreaming for more than 
five years and said members 
appreciate it.

"Is it as good as in person? 
Perhaps not," he said. "But it’s 
what we’ve got. It's so meaning-

ful for people who don't have 
access to a synagogue and now 
that's all of us."

Jewish responses at a 
time of pandemic will likely 
be wide-ranging, said Brad 
Hirschfield, an Orthodox rab-
bi and the president of CLAL 
— The National Jewish Center 
for Learning and Leadership, 
a New York-based think tank 
and consulting organization 
committed to religious plural-
ism.

Already, some Orthodox 
rabbis have allowed for virtual 
midweek services despite the 
Jewish law that requires the 
physical presence of 10 adults 
— in Orthodox circles, typi-
cally males; others count wom-
en, too. This allows mourners 
the opportunity to recite the 
kaddish prayer, which Jews are 
traditionally required to recite 
after the death of a parent.

In Israel, Sephardic Chief 
Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef made an 
extraordinary exception al-
lowing observant Jews to keep 
their cellphones on this Shab-
bat because Israeli authorities 
may need to contact them with 
lifesaving information amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

But few, if any, Orthodox and 
Conservative congregations, 
have relented on a virtual Shab-
bat service.

Hirschfield suggested that 
Orthodox Jews that cannot 
meet virtually on Shabbat may 
have to rely on finding connec-
tions midweek.

“We have relied on Shabbat 
as the primary coming togeth-
er time,” he said. “Maybe we’ll 
have to use the sacredness of 
the other six days of the week 
more deeply and more seri-
ously. If we’re doing that well, 
Shabbat may be a very different 
kind of time, with its own kind 
of holiness, but less of a social 
connection than it has been for 
most people.”

For now, many will expe-
rience a certain loneliness on 
Shabbat.

Rabbi Salem Pearce, who 
attends a non-denominational 
synagogue and lives by herself, 
said she was alone last Shabbat 
and expects to be alone this 
week, too.

“We can’t just replace every-
thing that was in person on-
line,” she said. “We’re trying to 
figure (it) out, and it will take a 
while.”

TRADITIONS
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MARCH 29  SPECIAL MUSIC
Jordan’s Band from the Mattoon 
United Methodist Church is the 
special musical guest for the 
March 29 worship service at 
the Chrisman United Methodist 
Church. Worship starts at 8:45 
a.m., and the congregation wel-
comes all for this special event. 

APRIL 12  SPECIAL MUSIC
The Women’s Choir of the 
Chrisman United Methodist 
Church is providing special 
music for the April 12, Easter 
Sunday, service. Worship starts 
at 8:45 a.m., and the congre-
gation welcomes all for this 
special event.   

“COVID-19 is real, but 
the sin in your heart is real 
also,” Donald said. “And 
the only remedy for the 
sin in your heart is Jesus 
Christ. I encourage you to 
trust him.”

Instead of calling peo-
ple to the altar to express 
that trust, though, he en-
couraged them to call the 
church office on the phone. 
Someone would return 
their call and pray with 
them, he said.

It may have been at a 
drive-in theater, but as 
Donald noted, it was still a 
Baptist meeting.

desires to have a relationship 
with us. He speaks through his 
prophets in the Old Testament 
and they have one singular 
message, “Love the Lord your 
God as He loves you.”  

In the New Testament, we 
find this message not only 
spoken, but demonstrated in 
the person of Jesus Christ. The 
apostle Paul may say it best 

when he writes to the church 
in Philippians and says, “have 
the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus:

6 Who, being in very na-
ture[a] God, did not consider 
equality with God something 
to be used to his own advan-
tage;

7 rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very 
nature[b] of a servant, being 
made in human likeness.

8 And being found in 

appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death — even 
death on a cross!”

Now, I know there are those 
who say, “I don’t believe it,” 
and I understand that. Howev-
er, I might say, “I don’t believe 
the sky is blue,” yet that doesn’t 
change the fact that the sky is 
blue.  The truth is the truth, 
whether we believe it or not.  

God loves us and his son 
died for us to demonstrate that 

PASTOR
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love to us. Maybe each of us 
can find a church to attend 
online this week and listen 
again to the story of his 
great love for us.

Have a great week.
(Troy Horne is the pastor 

at Otterbein United Method-
ist Church in Paris and the 
Vermilion United Methodist 
Church. Contact him at tnk-
horne@gmail.com. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided by the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)

That study time is now 
available at 8:15 a.m. ev-
ery Wednesday on the Lake 
Ridge site and Facebook page. 
Alexander said that group was 
averaging 25-30 members 
before the quarantines were 
announced.

At Community Bible 
Church, Pastor Dave LaBor-
de said the weekly sermons 
are  uploaded each week for 
those who cannot be present 
for Sunday morning service 
for one reason or another and 
for shut-ins.

The sermon is available 
each week and remains on the 
web site. 

LaBorde said the sermon 
is uploaded by 7:30 a.m. each 
Sunday morning, so by 10 
a.m. — when the congrega-
tion worships together — it is 
available. 

Community Bible Church 
does not have a Christian 
Copyright Licensing Inter-
nation (CCLI) license and 

will not be 
streaming an 
entire ser-
vice for the 
time being, 
L a B o r d e 
said.

The CCLI 
license cost varies with the 
size of the congregation, ac-
cording to the CCLI web 
site us.ccli.com. The cost 
can be as little as $59 for a 
congregation of less than 25 
people or as much as $5,266 
for a congregation greater 
than 200,000 — such as a 
multi-campus church.

LaBorde said the focus of 
Community Bible Church is 
to be “preaching and teaching 
the word of God” at least ev-
ery Sunday.

“Our discussion hasn’t got-
ten far enough about whether 
to expand to a Bible study and  
prayer during the week,” he 
said.

LaBorde said he has asked 
members to send prayer re-
quests to him. He organizes 
the requests and emails them 

to members around 6 p.m. 
on Wednesday. “We then 
encourage everyone to pray 
together at 6:30 p.m.,” he 
said. “We joined our hearts in 
prayer,” he said.

LaBorde is hoping the 
quarantine/shelter-in-place 
frees up by Easter so Chris-
tians can worship together. 
“We seem to be, so far, in a 
low effected area,” he said.

Lake Ridge members and 
supporters have the option 
to support their church 
and its programs financially 
through easytithe.com, pro-
gram that allows for online 
giving on a web site or on a 
mobile app.

LaBorde said his church 
does not presently offer on-
line giving as an option but 
“we are in open discussions 
about it. One fellow is looking 
into it for us.”

Acording to the easytithe.
com website, “Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) is creating 
unique ministry challenges as 
you seek to comfort and lead 
your community.”
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LaBorde said for right 
now, members are asked to 
mail or drop by the church 
with the check.

Alexander said by using 
the easytithe.com appli-
cation, members are pro-
vided multiple options 
to connect and donate to 
the church anywhere, any-
time.

More than 15,000 
churches use easyTithe 
to achieve their mission, 
impacting lives across the 
globe, according to the 
company. 

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Marshall began 
streaming mass on Sun-
day, March 22 on You-
tube.com. The link for the 
church’s mass is available 
on the parish’s Facebook 
page or by searching on 
YouTube.

Pastor Chris White at 
New Hope Ministries — 
Paris Church of God is 
regularly providing a live 
devotional and time of 
worship on Facebook.
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and evening when there is hot 
water. Morning showers are 
cold as the water loses its heat 
over night.

Like the southwest United 
States and Hawaii, living in 
Namibia easily flows between 
outside and inside. Meals at 
Sasa were taken outside with 
the family and was whatever 
they were eating. There was no 
menu. One area was covered 
by a thatched roof pavilion and 
fitted out with several comfort-
able couches and was what the 
host called a chill area.

Sasa is the starting point 
for several tours, and we did 
the Damaraland Tour. It is a 
combination of learning about 
Damara culture and geology of 
the central plateau, and what a 
mix of geology it is. Nambia 
is 83 percent desert and large 
parts of the arid plateau resem-
ble the American west. 

There are areas in Dam-
araland akin to bone dry south-
ern Arizona and New Mexi-
co, and other areas that more 
closely resemble the pictures 
coming back from the Mars 
Rover than anything else. We 
visited a petrified forest dating 
back to between 280 and 260 
million years ago. The Twyfel-
fontein Petroglyphs — a UNE-
SCO world heritage site — was 
another stop. The rock carvings 
are at least 2,000 to 6,000 years 
old and possibly much older. 
The dating is based on radio-
carbon dating of Bushman 
cooking fires found in the area, 
but rock paintings located else-
where in the country date are 
20,000 years old.  

Burnt Mountain is part of 
the Damaraland Tour. The an-
cient and weathered lava flow 
is a remnant of the massive vol-
canic activity that accompanied 
the breakup of Gondwanaland 
180 million years ago.

The drive from Otjiwarongo 
to the coast took us through 
several distinct desert environ-
ments. Some parts were similar 
in appearance to brush lands 
in Texas and Arizona. Another 
was a type of desert I had never 
seen before with a flat appear-
ance and widely scattered low 

plants giving the place a truly 
barren look. The area between 
Walvis Bay and Swapkomund 
is a region of giant sand dunes 
and little vegetation. Namibia 
is one of the few places in the 
world where the ocean and des-
ert meet.

Swapkomund is a coastal re-
sort but it can be a chilly one. 
Some people were on the beach 
and a few were attempting the 
cold south Atlantic waters that 
crash onto the beach. The sky is 
normally overcast and fog is an 
almost daily occurrence. Most 
of the flora and fauna in the 
coastal desert have evolved to 
satisfy their water requirements 
from the fog, since rain is a rare 
occurrence.

The coastal Namib Desert 
extends more than 100 kilome-
ters inland and there are places 
within that desert that have not 
had a recorded rain in more 
than 11 years.

We took a half-day tour on 
the Skeleton Coast, so named 
because of the numerous ship-
wrecks that are washed up on 
the beaches. The better and 
older wrecks are farther up the 
coast than we got. 

This is a vast and largely emp-
ty area. As an indication of how 
remote the Skeleton Coast is, a 
Portuguese explorer erected a 
stone cross in 1487 as a naviga-
tion aid on a point of land now 
known as Cape Cross. The next 
recorded sighting of that cross 
was 400 years later when Ger-
mans were exploring the coast.

Perhaps the highlight of 
the trip came at Walvis Bay 
when we went sea kayaking 
among baby Cape fur seals 
in a sheltered part of the bay. 
The area between Walvis Bay 
and Swapkomund is a popular 
destination with Europeans 
seeking extreme sports. Tan-
dem skydiving is an option, as 
is sandboarding (think snow-
boarding except it’s on a giant 
sand dune), sand sledding and 
quad bike riding on the dunes. 
We watched some people with 
parachutes running off the tops 
of tall dunes and either gliding 
for a bit or trying to catch ther-
mals and soaring up into the air.  

A common question is, what 
was the food like? Readers 
need not know me to under-

stand I’m not the best qualified 
to answer that question. I do 
not have a sophisticated palate 
so eating for me is more about 
taking in nourishment for fuel 
rather than the taste experi-
ence. Still, there were some 
things that stood out.

Joe’s Beerhouse is reputed 
to be the best place for game in 
Windhoek. The Namib Brush 
Fire at Joe’s consists of medal-
lions of springbok, kudu and 
oryx. I could not discern a fla-
vor difference in the meats and 
found they all tasted like beef.

Meals at the Etosha Village 
were buffet style with ample 
selections of breads, salads, 
vegetables and other dishes 
reflecting the largely Europe-
an clientele of the resort. The 
entrées were medallions of 
springbok, kudu, zebra, harte-
beest and other game animals. 
Staff at the grill cooked meat 
choices as they were made. 

We had lunch on a travel 
day at the Crocodile Farm and 
Restaurant near Otjiwarongo. 
The kebab option was served 
on a bed of lettuce with exotic 
fruit, which turned out to be 
apples, tomatoes and grapes. It 
probably was exotic since those 
fruits do not grow in Namibia 
and are imported. Crocodile 
is chewy and has a different 
texture, but I did not discern a 
distinctive taste.

The most unique meal 
and dining experience was in 
Windhoek after telling my son 
I wanted to try some tradition-
al Namibian foods. We ate at 
Katacombe Restaurant and 
Café on our last night in the 
country. Going through a door, 
we entered a large open court-
yard — more of that mixing 
the inside and outside living 
areas. 

Katakombe specializes in 
the traditional foods found in 
the villages of the Oshiwambo 
region of the country. My son 
ordered a variety of dishes to 
create a meal consisting of:
Oshigali — a bean paste. 
Mahangu — a loaf-

shaped, greyish mixture of 
pounded pearl millet flour 
with some maize flour and 
boiled until it is congealed. It is 
eaten by pinching a bit, rolling 
it into a ball shape and dipping 
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A mother seal nurses her pup on the Atlantic Coast beach at 
Cape Cross along the Skeleton Coast of Namibia. The Cape 
Cross colony is estimated to have up to 100,000 seals, and the 
infant mortality rate may approach 30 percent.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

This lioness growls and roars disapproval at an approaching male.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Crocodile Farm & Restaurant at Otjiwarango offers a variety of dishes featuring crocodile 
meat. The menu description for the kebabs claimed they were served with a variety of exotic 
fruits, which turned out to be apples, tomatoes and grapes. Those probably are exotic in the 
sense such foods do not grow in Namibia.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Swapkomund is a beach resort community that could be anywhere in the world. The major difference is most beach resorts are not-
ed for bright sunny days, but the prevailing weather at Swapkomund is overcast, although it seldom rains. The cold, south Atlantic 
ocean crashing on the beach is also not comfortable for swimming, but a few hardy people were in the water.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Katakombe Restaurant & Café in Windhoek serves tradi-
tional food associated with the villages of Oshiwambo speaking 
people. As is traditional, the wait staff comes around before 
the meal is served with an ewer of warm, soapy water so diners 
can wash their hands. The waitress is also holding a basin below 
table level to catch the water, and this is repeated at the end of 
the meal.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A zebra grazes on fresh new growth following rains in Etosha 
National Park.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The black-grayish rocky formation in the center of the image 
is weathered and brittle solidified lava from the eruptions that 
accompanied the break-up of Gonwanda 140 million years ago. 
The breakup and tectonic movements created the continents of 
Africa, South America, Australia and Antarctica. More evidence 
of the breakup is found approximately 100 kilometers east on 
the coast and also in the area known as the moon landscape 
within Dorob National Park.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Namibia is 83 percent desert with both the Namib and part of the Kalahari Desert in the country. 
Within the desert regions are distinct environments of scrubland, rocky areas and this dune fea-
ture between Walvis Bay and the coastal city of Swapkomund. This image was taken on the side of 
Dune 7, which is the tallest sand dune in the country and has an estimated height of 1,256 feet.

oshigali from the communal 
bowl, or dipping it into a vari-
ety of sauces, like a sweet-chili 
sauce, that may accompany the 
meal. Mahangu is a staple food, 
and for some people it is their 
main source of nourishment.
Omatangala is goat tripe 

cooked in a thick stew with po-
tatoes, a few carrots and a green 
pepper. It came to the table in 
a small, three-legged cast iron 
pot. Tripe is somewhat rub-
bery and has a strange texture 
the first time one eats it. Most 
of the flavor to this dish came 
from the thick gravy that coat-
ed everything.
Omagungu salad is a bed 

of greens garnished with fried 
mopane worms. This dish is 
Katakombe’s twist on the serv-
ing of mopane worms, which 
are normally cooked into a 
thick soup or fried as a popular 
snack. Technically a caterpillar, 
any distinctive taste the worms 
might have had was masked 
by a dusting of chili powder, 
which is another innovation by 
the restaurant. 

Mopane worms are an im-
portant food source in Namib-
ia and neighboring countries. 
The worms provide three 
times as much protein as an 
equivalent serving of beef.

Before dining, the wait staff 
came around with a large met-
al ewer holding warm, soapy 

water. The waitress held a ba-
sin under each person’s hands 
and poured water over them so 
we could wash before eating. 
It was a bit challenging to dry 
them on paper napkins.

The handwashing is re-
peated at the end of the meal 
because the fingers are sticky 
from eating mahangu dipped 
into oshigali. This time a com-
munal tea towel or dish cloth 
is passed around to dry the 
hands.

Following this meal, we 
went to Sicilia for brech. Sicil-
ia is an Italian restaurant that 
makes several flavors of ice 
cream daily. Brech, an Afrikan-
er word, is the equivalent of 
what Americans call a sundae. 
It is three scoops of ice cream 
with toppings.

People who like geology 
must put Namibia on their list 
of places to see. It has some of 
the oldest and best rocks in the 
world. The same can be said for 
those fascinated by plants. 

There are some alien-look-
ing plant species there like 
butter trees, quiver trees and 
welwichia – the national plant. 
Welwichia is difficult to de-
scribe except to say it lives in 
the heart of the Namib, grows 
only 1 centimeter a year and 
if undisturbed can live 1,000 
years or more. We saw some 
young plants that were esti-

mated at between 200 and 800 
years old.

Birders will have a great time 
in Namibia. We saw several dif-
ferent species but my favorites 
to watch were the weaver birds. 
The bright yellow males hang 
upside down on the branches 
weaving together a hut-shaped 
nest that is entered from the 
bottom. Each male works on 
several nests at one time in 
hopes of attracting at least one 
female, if not a harem.

Namibia was an amazing 
experience, and I understand 
why my son likes the county so 
much. It is modern, clean and, 
with the due caution necessary 
whenever traveling, a safe place 
to visit. Almost everybody 
we encountered was friendly 
and welcoming and they also 
thanked us for visiting their 
country. 

I would go back, but first I 
need to save a lot of money. Be-
yond the expense of the long 
flights, I would consider rent-
ing a four-wheel drive bakki 
in order to drive the length of 
the desolate Skeleton Coast, 
visit the Caprivi Strip and see 
areas in the south that are off 
the tourist path. A return to 
Etosha is also a must and part 
of the money being saved is for 
a much better telephoto lens 
than I took with me, it’s a pho-
tographer thing.
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Puzzles

Across
1. As soon as possible

5. Gateway (Arabic)

8. Doctors’ group

11. Madder genus of plants

13. A team’s best pitcher

14. Ancient Greek sophist

15. Go up

16. Neither

17. Bolivian river

18. Manila hemp

20. Comedienne Gasteyer

21. British School

22. Human reproductive organs

25. Surrenders

30. Dog with long, silky coat and 

drooping ears

31. Sun up in New York

32. Lead alloy

33. Eastern Asian plant

38. Rapid deployment force (abbr.)

41. Japanese warrior

43. Festivity

45. Interruptions

47. Nonsense (slang)

49. Data mining methodology (abbr.)

50. Calvary sword

55. French river

56. Global business conference 

(abbr.)

57. Afflicted

59. Con man’s game

60. No (Scottish)

61. Jewish spiritual leader

62. Fish

63. Camera term (abbr.)

64. Impudence

Clues Down
1. A continuous portion of a circle

2. Genus of seabirds
3. Infant’s dining accessory
4. Native Americans from 
Arizona
5. Popular fruit
6. Poisonous plant
7. Scolded
8. Assists
9. Hand (Spanish)
10. Amazon product identify-
ing system (abbr.)
12. Basics
14. Cain and __
19. Malaria

23. Indicates particular shape
24. Respiratory disease
25. Central Standard Time
26. Imitate
27. Golf score
28. A place to lay your head
29. Three cards of the same suit
34. Not in
35. Human gene
36. Ancient Chinese philosophic 
concept
37. French river
39. Thinks up
40. Type of geological deposit

CROSSWORD

41. Helps little firms
42. Area units
44. A device to remove
45. Secret political clique
46. Polite interruption sound
47. Foundation
48. Clare Boothe __, American
writer
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Resistance fighters
58. Speak disrespectfully of

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EIRE, Pa. — In a sure sign 
that spring is not far behind, 
the first Purple Martins of the 
year have been spotted in Illi-
nois. 

The birds were seen Feb. 29 
in the small southern Illinois 
city of Tamaroa by a Purple 
Martin enthusiast – one of 
many people throughout the 
eastern and central United 
States who track and report 

on the birds’ annual migration 
on behalf of the Purple Martin 
Conservation Association.

"The Purple Martins arriv-
al in Illinois show the birds 
are making steady progress 
northward since they first 
made landfall in Florida two 
days after Christmas,” said 
Joe Siegrist, President of the 
Purple Martin Conservation 
Association. “Tracking the 
migration is not only fun, it 
also provides us with valuable 

information that helps inform 
our research and strengthen 
our efforts to make sure we’re 
doing everything possible 
to sustain the population of 
these amazing birds.”

North America’s largest 
species of swallow, Purple 
Martins winter in the rainfor-
ests of Brazil before making 
up to a 7,000-mile migration 
north into the eastern United 
States and Canada.  

The annual migration is a 

testament to the bird’s resil-
ience as well as the unwaver-
ing dedication of thousands of 
martin landlords who main-
tain multi-compartment nest 
condos that are essential for 
the birds' survival. 

Once widespread in rural 
America, this species — that 
eats billions of flying insects 
annually — has been disap-
pearing at an alarming rate, ex-
periencing a loss of one-third 
of its population over the last 

Early Bird: America’s beloved Purple Martins return to Illinois
50 years. 

“The decline seems to be 
the combination of a few fac-
tors: nesting habitat loss, com-
peting invasive species, de-
creasing prey availability and 
climate change,” said Siegrist. 
“Over the majority of the Pur-
ple Martins’ range, they are 
unable to nest naturally any 
longer. Human-provided nest 
boxes are the only thing keep-
ing the species alive east of the 
Rocky Mountains.”

Siegrist said the survival of 
the species is due in large part 
to scores of dedicated con-
servationists who invest their 
time, money and hearts into 
maintaining housing for the 
martins. 

“The landlords provide crit-
ical shelter for the martins,” 
Siegrist said. “In return, they 
are rewarded with a fami-
ly-like bond with the birds 
who return to the same colony 
year after year like clockwork.”

To follow along with the 
Purple Martins’ migration 
and learn more about how 
individuals can help conserve 
this treasured bird, visit www.
purplemartin.org. In addition, 
people interested in learning 
more about how to attract 
and care for Purple Martins 
can receive a free booklet by 
contacting the Purple Martin 
Conservation Association by 
emailing info@purplemartin.
org or calling 814-833-7656.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — 
Low-to-moderate income 
families and senior citizens 
needing assistance filing their 
2019 income taxes can receive 
free help through several trust-
ed programs across the State of 
Illinois. The Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) and AARP Tax-
Aide programs are providing 
free basic income tax return 
preparation with electronic fil-
ing to qualified individuals in 
over 300 locations statewide.   

“In locations all across the 
state, working-families or el-
derly taxpayers can meet with 
a certified volunteer who will 
help them file their state and 
federal returns accurately and 
on time,” said David Harris, 
Director of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Revenue. “By increas-
ing participation and compli-
ance, we build trust in our tax 
system and ensure every tax-
payer receives any refund they 
are due.”

The IRS Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance and the Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly 
programs offer free tax help for 
individuals making $56,000 or 
less, persons with disabilities, 
taxpayers who speak limited 
English and individuals 60 
years of age or older.

AARP’s Foundation Tax-

Aide program focuses on help-
ing low-to-moderate income 
individuals, with special atten-
tion to those over 50 years of 
age. An AARP membership is 
not required.

“I want to thank the Illinois 
Department of Revenue, Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly 
(TCE), and AARP Tax-Aide 
programs for providing this 
much needed service to older 
adults across the state that just 
need help,” said Paula Basta, 
Director of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Aging. “I encourage 
everyone to spread the word to 
those that need assistance with 
filing their 2019 income taxes, 
all of which can be quite frank-
ly overwhelming and confus-
ing.” 

Taxpayers can search for 
a free tax assistance provider 
closest to them by visiting the 
Illinois Department of Reve-
nue’s website tax.illinois.gov.  

Get the latest news and up-
dates from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Revenue by following 
the department on Facebook, 
Twitter, LinkedIn and You-
Tube. 

Get the latest news and up-
dates from the Illinois Depart-
ment on Aging by following 
the department on Facebook, 
Twitter and LinkedIn, or by 
calling the Senior HelpLine at 
(800) 252-8966.

Free tax preparation 
assistance in Illinois

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MATTOON — As Lake 
Land College moves forward 
in a virtual environment, 2020 
summer and fall registration 
opened Wednesday, March 
25, as planned. 

For the first time in the 
college’s history, registration 
is open to all students who 
are cleared to register versus 
a tiered approach in which 
sophomores were given prior-
ity the first day of registration.

Current students can login 
to the Laker Hub and view 
their Advisement Information 
page for important informa-
tion on the advisement pro-
cess. In the virtual environ-
ment, students can connect 
with their advisors through 
Laker Mail or via phone. Cur-
rent degree-seeking students 
must receive clearance before 
registering.

Additional assistance is 
available by utilizing the 
online chat service at lake-
landcollege.edu or by calling 
Admissions & Records at 
217-234-5434 or Counseling 
Services at 217-234-5232.

New students who have 

submitted the Intent to En-
roll for summer or fall and are 
scheduled to attend New Stu-
dent Orientation are encour-
aged to watch their postal mail 
for a letter about completing 
online orientation and sched-
uling an advisement and reg-
istration day. These letters will 
be mailed beginning May 1.

Those who would like to 
get started this summer or fall 
should visit lakelandcollege.
edu/enroll. After completing 
a Laker Profile and an Intent 
to Enroll, a student will re-
ceive a welcome letter in the 
mail with information about 
New Student Orientation on-
line and important student ID 
information. 

Students are advised to be-
gin the Financial Aid process 
for the 2020-2021 school year 
by visiting fafsa.gov. Future 
students may also contact the 
financial aid office at finan-
cialaid@lakelandcollege.edu. 

Lake Land College is com-
mitted to providing a smooth 
enrollment process in the vir-
tual environment. Please visit 
lakelandcollege.edu to refer-
ence resources to help con-
nect with the college.

Lake Land College class 
registration has begun
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

AFFORDABLE AXEMEN TREE 
SERVICE 
26YRS EXPERIENCE FULLY 
INSURED
24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE
PH# 217-686-1119

Will do mowing, trimming, clean 
the gutters ,or paint trim on your 
house! Call Scott @ 217-251-3142

Spring Yard Cleanup
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

PT Help Needed - Able bodied 
person needs a reliable driver 
to take them to appointments 
and run errands. Please call 
217-822-5470

Triple H is hiring for BOTH 
crew members and a full time 
secretary. 
Job qualifications for the crew 
include but are not limited 
to: Construction experience 
(preferred, but not necessary), 
Hard working and able to follow 
directions.
Job qualifications for secretary 
include but are not limited to: 
Basic computer skills, Ability to 
follow directions, Experience with 
Excel and QuickBooks (preferred 
but necessary).
If Interested Fill out An 
Application at 
Triple H Grain Systems
321 Ashmore Road Oakland
Questions Call 346-2155

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K9 Training
over 40 yrs exp. 6 wk Beginning 
and Advance classes starting 
02-02-20 Call 217-275-3465

Newly remodeled 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, 2 car garage. References 
required. $650 plus deposit. No 
Pets. Call 217-264-1379, leave 
message.

House for Sale 
Older home in Kansas IL, 1 car 
detached garage, repairs needed. 
$8,500 OBO or contract per deed
Call 618-638-2249

House for Sale 
3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath ranch 
27 Helen Avenue, $97,500
Call 217-822-4689, leave 
message.

Hunter looking for land to lease 
for hunting deer. Call Jim at 
724-244-2997.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

The Spring cleaning at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery will begin April 1, 2020. 
All winter decorations including 
artificial decorations will be 
removed. Please remove what you 
wish to keep. Spring-summer 
decorations may be placed the 
second week of April.

IL CCW Recertification
Submit your pictures & documen-
tation. Flexible hours. McDonald 
Lake Rod & Gun Club, Clinton, IN  
Cost $80
Contact David John 812-236-1363

Wanted-Info on how I can get 
either a phone number or an 
address for ordering a Coat Of 
Arms. Thank you. Thelda Pitts
217-264-8892

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF EVELYN M. MULLINS, 

DECEASED  
NOTICE OF ISSUANCE OF 
INDEPENDENT LETTERS 

TESTAMENTARY AND CLAIM 
PERIOD 

No. 2020-P-9

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO KNOWN 
AND UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
CLAIMANTS: 
Independent Letters Testamentary 
were issued on March 11, 2020 to 
NICOLE MULLINS, Executor for 
the Estate of Evelyn M. Mullins, 
Deceased. The Attorney for the 
Estate is CHAD S. BECKETT of 
BECKETT LAW OFFICE, P.C., 508 
South Broadway Avenue, Urbana, 

Illinois 61801. 

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, Edgar County 
Courthouse, 115 W. Court Street, 
Paris, Illinois, with a copy to the 
Executor (care of her attorney at 
the address below), within six (6) 
months from the first publication 
date of this Notice. 

Any claim not filed on or before 
said date is barred. 

Chad S. Beckett BECKETT LAW 
OFFICE, P.C. 508 S. Broadway Ave. 
Urbana, IL 61801 Phone: 217/328-
0263 Fax: 217-328-0290

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on APRIL 9, 
2020, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times.  The auction 
is an online auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST:  Amanda Jensen 
(309-087).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON

TOWNSHIP AND ROAD 
DISTRICT BUDGETS

NOTICE is given that a Tentative 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the TOWN OF 
SHILOH, in Edgar County, Illinois, 
for the fiscal year beginning April 
1, 2020, and ending March 31, 
2021, and a Tentative Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance for Road 
Purposes for the SHILOH ROAD 
DISTRICT, in Edgar County, Illinois, 
for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 
2020, and ending March 31, 2021, 
will be on file and conveniently 
available for public inspection at 
the home of RANDY GRAFTON, 
Hume, Illinois, from and after 5:00 
o’clock p.m., Friday, March 27, 
2020.
NOTICE is further given that a 
public hearing on said Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance will be 
held at 7:15 p.m., Tuesday, April 
14, 2020, at the Shiloh Town Hall, 
and that final hearing and action 
on this Ordinance will be taken 
at a regularly scheduled board 
meeting thereafter.

DATED this 20th day of March, 
2020.

RANDY GRAFTON, Supervisor
KENDRA SADDORIS, Town Clerk

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN To 
the legal voters, residents of the 
Town of Elbridge in the County of 
Edgar and State of Illinois, that the 
Annual Town Meeting of said Town 
will take place on Tuesday, April 14, 
2020 being the second Tuesday 
of said month at the hour of 6:30 
PM at the Elbridge Townhouse on 
500th Road.

Take Notice
Certificate No:

160037

TO:  Norman W Eveland; Robert 
Prigge; David Prigge; Edgar 
County Clerk; Occupants And 
unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2017TX1(16).
The real estate is described as:  
The South ½ of Out Lot No. 41 to 
the City of Paris and more particu-
larly described as:  Beginning at a 
point 4 rods East of the Southeast 
corner of Lot No. 3 in Lawson 
Kimble’s Addition to the City 
of Paris in the East line of Main 
Street in said City; thence East 
10 rods 16 feet to the West line of 
the alley; thence North with the 
West line to the alley 58 ½ feet; 
thence West 10 rods 16 feet to the 
East line of Main Street; thence 
South along the East line of Main 
Street 58 ½ feet to the place of 
beginning.  Situated in the County 
of Edgar and the State of Illinois.

Parcel #:  09-13-36-380-010

Said property was sold on October 

26, 2017 for the General Taxes 
for the year 2016.  The period of 
redemption will expire on July 20, 
2020.  On August 12, 2020, the 
petitioner will make application to 
such court in said County for an 
order for Tax Deed should the real 
estate not be redeemed.

P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner
Legal # 3/28, 4/4, 4/11

Take Notice
Certificate No:

160048

TO:  Basilio Fontana; Herbert 
Rodney Johnson; Ethel Jean 
Johnson; First Bank & Trust, SB; 
Paris First, Branch of State Bank 
of Chrisman; Edgar County Clerk; 
Occupants.
And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 

been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2017TX1(19).
The real estate is described as:  Lot 
3 in “LaGrange and Bell’s Addition 
to the City of Paris.”  Situated in 
the County of Edgar and the State 
of Illinois

Parcel #:  09-18-01-201-006

Said property was sold on October 
26, 2017 for the General Taxes 
for the year 2016.  The period of 
redemption will expire on July 20, 
2020.  On August 12, 2020, the 
petitioner will make application to 
such court in said County for an 
order for Tax Deed should the real 
estate not be redeemed.

P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner
Legal # 3/28, 4/4, 4/11

Take Notice
Certificate No:

160068

TO:  Sarah J Sturgeon; Michael W 
Sturgeon; Edgar County Bank and 
Trust Co; Paris Healthcare Center; 
Edgar County Clerk; Occupants
And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2017TX1(18).
The real estate is described as:  Lot 
8 in “John R. Asher’s Subdivision 
of Lots 6, 7 and 8 in C.E. Shaw’s 
First Addition and part of Out Lots 
175 & 177, all in the City of Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois”; as shown 
by Plat recorded in Volume 3, Page 
54 of the Plat Books of said Edgar 
County, Illinois.  Situated in the 
County of Edgar and the State of 
Illinois

Parcel #:  09-18-01-452-008

Said property was sold on October 
26, 2017 for the General Taxes 
for the year 2016.  The period of 
redemption will expire on July 20, 
2020.  On August 12, 2020, the 
petitioner will make application to 
such court in said County for an 
order for Tax Deed should the real 
estate not be redeemed.
P &N Properties, Inc.
   

Petitioner
Legal # 3/28, 4/4, 4/11

Take Notice
Certificate No:

160104

TO:  Linda A Darr; Bruce Darr; 
Edgar County Clerk
And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 

been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2017TX1(17).
The real estate is described as:  
The South 25 acres of even width 
of the West ½ of the Northeast ¼ 
of Section 6 Township 16 North 
Range 12 West of the 2nd Principal 
Meridian.  Situated in the County 
of Edgar and the State of Illinois

Parcel #:  11-03-06-200-002

Said property was sold on October 
26, 2017 for the General Taxes 
for the year 2016.  The period of 
redemption will expire on July 20, 
2020.  On August 12, 2020, the 
petitioner will make application to 
such court in said County for an 
order for Tax Deed should the real 
estate not be redeemed.

P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner
Legal # 3/28, 4/4, 4/11

Rides Mass Transit District 
Public Notice

a)  Rides Mass Transit District is 
a general public transportation 
provider receiving Federal Transit 
Administration Section 5311 
funding. Section 5323 (a) (1) of 
the Federal Mass Transit Act of 
1964, as amended, requires that 
FTA projects “to the maximum 
extent feasible” provide for “the 
participation of private mass 
transportation companies”. 
Private mass transportation com-
panies operating within the Rides 
17-county service area wishing to 
be considered for inclusion in the 
FY21 service plan should provide a 
written statement containing:
1. Name and address of mass 
transportation entity. 
2. Principal owners and/or offi-
cers, phone contact. 
3. Current service area, operating 
hours.
4. Number of vehicles and ADA 
status.
Interested parties would be 
required to comply with FTA 
requirements and allow service 
and safety audits by Rides Mass 
Transit District.

b) Rides Mass Transit District does 
not provide incidental charter ser-
vice. Trip requests for this type of 
service are referred to willing and 
able private charter operators. 
Private charter operators inter-
ested in receiving such referrals 
should submit contact informa-
tion or connect to FTA resources 
at: https://ftawebprod.fta.dot.
gov/CharterRegistration/Default.
aspx?p=%2fcharterregistration 
%2f

c) Rides Mass Transit District 
hereby gives public notice of its 
policy to uphold and assure full 
compliance with Title VI of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil 
Rights Restoration Act of 1987, 
and all related statutes. Title VI 
and related statutes prohibiting 
discrimination in Federally-
assisted programs require that 
no person in the United States of 
America shall on the grounds of 
race, color, or national origin, sex, 
age, or disability be excluded from 
the participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be otherwise 
subjected to, discrimination under 
any program or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistance.

Any person who believes they 
have been aggrieved by an 
unlawful discretionary practice 
regarding RMTD’s programs has 
the right to file a formal complaint. 
Any such complaint must be 
in writing and submitted to the 
RMTD Title VI Coordinator within 
one hundred eighty, (180) days 
following the date of the alleged 
occurrence. For more information 
regarding the RMTD Title VI Plan it 
is available on our website, www.
ridesmtd.com  and its office loca-
tions. Information regarding civil 
rights complaints or submissions 
for both (a) & (b) items should 
be sent by April 7, 2020 to the 
attention and address at the end 
of this notice.

Notice of Public Hearing

Rides Mass Transit District pro-
vides transportation in the follow-
ing seventeen counties: Hardin, 
Pope, Saline, Gallatin, Williamson, 
White, Wabash, Hamilton, Wayne, 
Edwards, Richland, Lawrence, 
Jasper, Crawford, Cumberland, 
Edgar and Clark.

As a requirement of its funding, 
Rides Mass Transit District will 
afford an opportunity for inter-
ested persons or agencies to be 
heard with respect to the social, 
economic, and
environmental aspects of the 
project. In light of the recent 
“shelter in place order” in Illinois, 
interested persons may submit 
orally or in writing evidence and 
recommendations with respect 
to said project. This may be done 
by phone at 618-253-8761, by US 
mail or by emailing to  adam.lach@
ridesmtd.com  by 2:00 p.m. April 7, 
2020.

A copy of the application for 
Federal Transit Administration 
Section 5311 funding will be made 
available for public inspection at 
Rides Mass Transit District.

Contact Person: Adam Lach, CEO 
Rides Mass Transit District
30 Veterans Drive Harrisburg, IL 
62946 Telephone: 618-253-8761

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

John and Jane Cheesewright of Dana, IN. 
Downsizing Auction Part Three 
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION 
Bidding Opens: March 31st

Bidding Begins to Close: 4pm on April 14th
Antiques, Tools, Primitives, Collectibles & More

Visit us at calliebaberauction.com & 
click “ONLINE BIDDING!” 
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226 W. Court St. •  Paris, IL 61944

Curbside Pickup Daily  
11 a.m-9 p.m.

In-Town Delivery Daily  
11 a.m.-7 p.m.  $20 minimum

(217) 465-5812  309 W. Jasper St.  

Go to our Facebook 
& Click SHOP 
NOW or call 
to order! 217-465-8588

CrossRoads 
Family Restaurant

(217) 826-5829 
 2002 N. Illinois Hwy 1 • Marshall, IL 

(217) 826-1100  
1314 N. Michigan Ave • Marshall, IL 

PIT STOP

205 Oak Street • Redmon, IL

Betty Jane’s Betty Jane’s 
    KitchenKitchen

110 E. Madison • Paris 
217-921-3764

256 N Main St. • 217-463-6667(217) 251-2636(217) 251-2636
116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL  (West side of the square) 

 Carry-out 
& 

delivery ONLY

Wed-Fri  9-2
CLOSED 

SATURDAY

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room   
 Antiques&

226 N. Main St, • Paris
(217) 463-3219

Carry out available!
To place your order call 217-921-3196

Bring this coupon in and receive 10% on 
your next carry out order.

Specials Everyday!618 E. Jasper • Paris    

(217) 921-3196

120 W Court Street  • Paris, IL

132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL

hhrisman Cafesman Cafe´́
217-269-2826

(217) 466-5824

Los Tres 
Caminos

508 E Jasper St. • Paris

217-463-8000

Drive-thru and Delivery
ONLY

Sun-Thur   4-9 p.m.
Fri & Sat.  4-10 p.m.

Curbside
& Delivery

ONLY

Mon-Sat  6 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Temporary Hours

Carry-out
ONLY

217-264-9508

Mon-Sun  6 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Call-in

Curbside

Tues-Sun  11 a.m.- 10 p.m.
Curbside
Delivery

Tues-Fri  6:30 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Fri & Sat  8 - 11:30 a.m.

Drive-Thru & Delivery
Ask for details on delivery

Sun-Thur  11 a.m.- 9 p.m.
Fri & Sat  11 a.m.- 9 p.m.
Pick-up and delivery!

Mon-Fri  7 a.m.- 7 p.m.
 Sat  7 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Closed Sun  
Carry out, curbside & delivery

Mon-Sun  7 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Wed, Thur & Fri  4:30-7 p.m  
Curbside, Pick-Up & Delivery

Mon-Sun  
11 a.m.- 2 p.m. & 4-8 p.m.

Carry out & Curbside ONLY
Mon-Sat

7:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Pick-up & Curbside ONLY

(217) 269-2500
140 Madison Ave, Chrisman, IL

West Union Cafe

(217) 279-3693
111 S State Hwy 1, West Union, Il

Temporarily
CLOSED

Sweet Vintage
Tuscany

New China Buffet
Twisted Piston Cafe

Mon-Sat  11 a.m.- 8 p.m.
  

Mon-Sat  6 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Sun  6 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Pick-up, Curbside &

Local Delivery

Family Market
Cafe, Deli & more

Mon-Fri  8 a.m - 6 p.m.
Sat & Sun  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Carryout, local delivery

Sat  7 a.m.- 6:30 p.m.
Sun  9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Closed Monday
Tues-Fri  7 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Limited Menu - Curbside pick-up

The Lion’s Den

402 Archer Ave, Marshall, IL

Lunch  11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Regular evening hours  

(217) 826-1340
 

Drive-Thru & Delivery

217-264-5127
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